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The schedule of meetings for the 2019-2020 fiscal year are as follows: 
 

 November 13, 2019 
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March 18, 2020 
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September 16, 2020 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 
May 11, 2020 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
To: Water Supply Authority Board of Directors and Interested Parties 
 
From: Suzannah J. Folsom, Executive Director 
 
Subject: Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority Board of Directors Meeting 
 
 
 
The Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority will hold a regular business meeting on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2020, 3:30 p.m., at the Lecanto Government Center Building, 
Room 166, 3600 Sovereign Path, Lecanto, FL  34461. 
 
Enclosed for your review are the following items: 
 

• Agenda 
• Minutes of January 15, 2020 and March 18, 2020 
• Board Package* 

 
Please note that if a party decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any 
matter considered at the above cited meeting, that party will need a record of the proceedings, 
and for such purpose, that party may need to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is 
made, which record includes that testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 
 
Enclosures 
 
 
 Copies of the Board Package are available through the Internet. Log on to www.wrwsa.org.  
 On the Authority’s Home Page go to the left side of the page and click on “Meetings.”  
 On the slide out menu is a button for the current Board Package.  
 Click on the Board Package to download and/or print. 

 
 

http://www.wrwsa.org/
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Driving	  Directions	  to	  3600	  W.	  Sovereign	  Path,	  Lecanto	  Government	  Building	  
	  
From	  Brooksville:	  
• Go	  North	  on	  N.	  Main	  St.	  toward	  S.	  Broad	  St./E.	  Jefferson	  St.	  
• Take	  the	  1st	  Left	  onto	  S.	  Broad	  St./W.	  Jefferson	  St.	  
• Turn	  Right	  onto	  US	  98/Ponce	  De	  Leon	  Blvd.	  
• Turn	  Right	  onto	  CR	  491	  toward	  Lecanto	  (about	  13.5	  miles)	  
• Turn	  Left	  on	  W.	  Educational	  Path	  (traffic	  signal)	  
• Turn	  right	  at	  the	  Park	  onto	  W.	  Sovereign	  Path;	  continue	  to	  the	  right	  to	  the	  

Lecanto	  Government	  Building	  
	  
From	  Ocala	  
• Go	  southwest	  on	  SR	  200	  into	  Citrus	  County	  
• Turn	  Right	  onto	  CR	  491	  (stay	  on	  491	  through	  Beverly	  Hills,	  crossing	  Hwy.	  486	  

and	  SR	  44)	  
• Turn	  Right	  on	  Saunders	  Way	  
• Turn	  Left	  onto	  W.	  Sovereign	  Path;	  follow	  to	  Lecanto	  Government	  Building	  
	  
From	  Bushnell	  
• In	  Bushnell,	  Go	  West	  on	  FL-‐48W	  
• Turn	  Right	  onto	  US	  41;	  continue	  to	  follow	  US	  41	  N	  
• Continue	  straight	  onto	  FL	  44	  W/W	  Main	  St.;	  continue	  straight	  on	  SR	  44	  
• Turn	  Left	  onto	  CR	  491	  
• Turn	  Right	  onto	  Saunders	  Way	  
• Turn	  Left	  onto	  W.	  Sovereign	  Path;	  follow	  to	  Lecanto	  Government	  Building	  
	  
From	  Wildwood	  
• Go	  West	  on	  SR	  44W;	  continue	  on	  SR	  44	  through	  Inverness	  
• Turn	  Left	  onto	  CR	  491	  
• Turn	  Right	  onto	  Saunders	  Way	  
• Turn	  Left	  onto	  W.	  Sovereign	  Path;	  follow	  to	  Lecanto	  Government	  Building.	   	  
	  

LGB 

	  





WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

 

A G E N D A 
 

May 20, 2020 ‐‐ 3:30 p.m. 
LECANTO GOVERNMENT BUILDING ‐‐ ROOM 166 

3600 W. Sovereign Path, Lecanto, Florida 34461 
 
 

At the discretion of the Board, items may be taken out of order to accommodate the needs of the Board and the public. 
 
  PAGE 

1. Call to Order . . . Steve Printz, Chair 

2. Roll Call . . . Suzy Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director 

3. Introductions and Announcements . . . Suzy Folsom, WRWSA 

4. Pledge of Allegiance . . . Led by the Board 

5. Public Comment  

6. Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 – Agenda Items for Ratification . . . Steve Printz, Chair 
a. Approval of Minutes [January 15, 2020]  .....................................................................................................    9 
b. Bills to be Paid [February and March bills]  ...................................................................................................  15 
c. Water Conservation Month Resolution  ...................................................................................................  19 
d. Springs Protection Awareness Month Resolution  ...................................................................................  21 
e. Fiscal Year 2018‐19 Financial Audit  ..........................................................................................................  23 
f. Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Project Phase IV Final Report  ....................................................  25 
g. Establishment of the Fiscal Year 2020‐21 Annual Grants Program Funding Amount and 

Guidelines ..................................................................................................................................................  27 
h. Proposed Fiscal Year 2020‐21 Budget – Establishment of the FY 2019‐20 Per Capita Rate  ...................  29 
 

7. Consent Agenda . . . Steve Printz, Chair 
a. Approval of Minutes [March 18, 2020]  .......................................................................................................  31 
b. Bills to be Paid [April bills included; May bills provided at the meeting]  .........................................................  37 
c. First Quarter Financial Report  ..................................................................................................................  39 
d. Second Quarter Financial Report  .............................................................................................................  45 
e. Staff Travel to the Florida Chamber of Commerce Environmental Permitting Summer School, 

July 21‐24, 2020  ........................................................................................................................................  51 
 

8. Proposed Fiscal Year 2020‐21 Budget Approval . . . Suzy Folsom, WRWSA  ..................................................   53 
 

9. Legislative Report . . . Suzy Folsom, WRWSA  ..................................................................................................  61 

10. Attorney’s Report . . . Rob Batsel, WRWSA Attorney  ....................................................................................... 65 

11. Executive Director’s Report . . . Suzy Folsom, WRWSA 
a. Status of Phase 5 Irrigation Audits 
b. Correspondence  ........................................................................................................................................  67 
c. News Articles  ............................................................................................................................................  69 
d. Other 

 

12. Other Business 

13. Next Meeting . . . July 15, 2020; 3:30 p.m.; Lecanto Government Building, Room 166 

14. Adjournment 
	
	
	
	
	
	

Please note that if a party decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at the above cited 
meeting, that party will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, that party may need to ensure that a verbatim record 
of the proceedings is made, which record includes that testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based. 





Item 6.a. 
 

Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 
 

Agenda Item for Ratification 
 

Approval of  
Minutes 
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D R A F T 
WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
January 15, 2020 

 
TIME: 3:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Lecanto Government Building  
ADDRESS: 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Room 280, Lecanto, Florida 34461 
 
The numbers preceding the items listed below correspond with the published agenda. 
 
1. Call to Order 

 Vice-Chair Printz called the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority (WRWSA) Board of 
Directors meeting to order at 3:30 p.m. and requested a roll call.     

 
2.  Roll Call 
 Ms. Suzannah Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director, called the roll and a quorum was declared 

present.  
  
BOARD MEMBERS PRESIDING 
Steve Printz, Vice-Chair, Sumter County 

Commissioner 
Jeff Holcomb, Treasurer, Hernando County 

Commissioner 
Kathy Bryant, Marion County Commissioner 
Al Butler, Sumter County Commissioner 
Scott Carnahan, Citrus County Commissioner 
Gary Ernst, Belleview City Commissioner 
Ken Hinkle, Inverness City Councilor 
William Kemerer, Brooksville City Councilor 
Jeff Kinnard, Citrus County Commissioner 
Dale Swain, Bushnell City Councilor 

BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT 
Michelle Stone, Chair, Marion County Commissioner  
Steve Champion, Hernando County Commissioner 
Jeff Gold, Marion County Commissioner 
 
ALTERNATE(S) PRESIDING 
Alys Brockway, Hernando County Water Res Mgr 
 

  
3. Introductions and Announcements 

• Ms. Folsom noted there is a modification to Item 12 revising the agreement. 
  
WRWSA STAFF PRESENT 
Suzannah J. Folsom, PE, PMP, Executive 

Director 
Rob Batsel, General Counsel (Gilligan, 

Gooding, Franjola & Batsel, P.A.)  
LuAnne Stout, Administrative Asst. 

OTHERS PRESENT  
Debra Burden, Citrus County Water Conservation  
Jon Dowler, PWD, City of Brooksville 
Michon Fabio, Marion County Water Res Liaison 
Jody Kirkman, Marion County Environmental Services 
Lisa Morris, City of Crystal River  
Richard S. Owen, Consulting Executive Director 
Joseph Quinn, SWFWMD Water Supply Project Mgr 

  
4. Pledge of Allegiance – Vice-Chair Printz led those present in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5. Public Comment – Vice-Chair Printz opened public comment. No audience members requested to 

address the Board. 
 
6. Consent Agenda  

a. Approval of Minutes – The November 13, 2019 draft minutes were provided in the Board’s 
meeting materials and recommended for approval as presented.  Mr. Ernst moved, 
seconded by Mr. Hinkle, to approve Consent Agenda Item 6.a. as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 

- 10 -



Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority    January 15, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting  Page 2 of 5 
 
 

b. Bills to be Paid – Staff recommended ratification of bills for December ($59,307.34) and 
approval of January ($20,935.98).  Mr. Carnahan, seconded by Mr. Hinkle, to approve 
Consent Agenda Item 6.b. as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

c. Staff Travel to the Professional Engineer Legislative Days – Staff recommended Ms. Folsom 
to attend this year’s Professional Engineer Legislative Days for an estimated cost of $513.64.  
Mr. Carnahan moved, seconded by Mr. Hinkle, to approve Consent Agenda Item 6.c. as 
presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 

d. Staff Travel to the Winter Water Seminar – Staff recommended Ms. Folsom to attend this 
year’s FES 2020 Winter Water Seminar for an estimated cost of $480.10.  Mr. Hinkle moved, 
seconded by Mr. Ernst, to approve Consent Agenda Item 6.d. as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously. 

 
Note: Consent Item 6.b. had an incorrect January amount which was noted during Other Business 

(Item 16); correct amount is $28,042.61. 
 
7. Election of Board Officers  
 Ms. Folsom explained the Board of the WRWSA annually elects its Board officers, including a Chair, 

Vice-Chair and Treasurer, at its January meeting.  The Executive Director is the Board Secretary who 
serves in an ex-officio capacity.  Pursuant to the Election of Officers Policy, the Board may entertain 
nominations for individual officers or a slate of officers.  Typically, the current Vice-Chair is 
nominated to become Chair and the current Treasurer is nominated to become Vice-Chair. The office 
of Treasurer is customarily filled by a Board member from the county without a representative as an 
officer in the current slate of officers. This practice is informal, and circumstances may warrant 
nominations and elections to deviate from this practice.  Also, pursuant to the Board Policy, the 
current Chair will chair the complete January meeting.  The new officers will take their respective 
seats 24 hours before the next Board meeting. 

 
 Current Board officers include Marion County Commissioner Michelle Stone, Chair; Sumter County 

Commissioner Steve Printz; and Hernando County Commissioner Jeff Holcomb, Treasurer.  Citrus 
County currently does not have a Board representative as an officer.   

 
 Mr. Kemerer moved to nominate Mr. Printz for Chair, Mr. Carnahan for Vice-Chair, and 

Ms. Bryant for Treasurer.  Mr. Swain seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.    
 
8. Fiscal Year 2019-20 Budget Amendment 
 Ms. Suzy Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director, presented this item.  The Fiscal Year 2019-2020 

(FY 2019-20) budget should be amended to reflect the agreed upon compensation for the new 
executive director and the cost of having Mr. Owen continue for an additional two-month period.  
The total FY 2019-20 budget for the Executive Director is $80,000.  Mr. Owen, under his existing 
contract, has or will bill the Authority for services from 10/2019 through 12/2019 in the amount of 
$20,000.  The total cost for the new executive director for the current fiscal year (12/2019 through 
09/2020), is $70,166.67.  The cost of Mr. Owen’s two month extension (01/2020 through 02/2020), is 
$13,333.33.  The net additional amount necessary for the executive director budget is $23,500.00. 

 
Current Annual Budget $80,000.00 
Projected Expenses 

 Owen Consulting Services 10/2019 - 12/2019 $20,000.00 
Juturna Consulting 12/2019 - 09/2020 $70,166.67 
Owen Consulting Services 01/2020 - 02/2020 $13,333.33 
Total Projected Executive Director Expenses $103,500.00 
Net Budget Increase $23,500.00 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority    January 15, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting  Page 3 of 5 
 
 

Funds are available in Administrative Reserves for this purpose.  A Board Resolution amending the 
budget is included as an exhibit in the Board’s meeting materials:  Resolution 2020-01 Amending the 
FY 2019-20 Budget to Increase Executive Director Services from $80,000.00 to $103,500.00. 

 
 Mr. Carnahan moved to approve Resolution 2020-01 amending the FY 2019-20 budget to 

increase the amount budgeted for Executive Director Services from $80,000.00 to $103,500.00, 
as presented.  Mr. Ernst seconded the motion and it carried unanimously.    

 
9. Pilot Water Sense Labeled Irrigation Controller Install Project Results 

 Ms. Debra Burden, Citrus County Department of Water Resources, presented this item and provided a 
summary of the major findings of the Pilot effort.  The pilot phase of Citrus County’s Water Sense 
Labeled Irrigation Controller Install project was completed between January and August 2018 as part 
of the utility’s ongoing conservation initiative.  The project was funded in cooperation with the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District and Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority.  
The project has been completed on time and within budget.  

 
 Ms. Burden responded to inquiries from the Board such as payback timeframe for residents. 
 
 This item was provided for information only and no action was required. 
 
(At this time, Ms. Bryant and Mr. Kinnard entered the meeting.) 
 
10. Phase 5 Irrigation System Evaluation Program Status Report 
 Mr. Richard Owen, WRWSA, presented this item to provide a summary of the progress to-date.  

Phase V of the Authority’s Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Program began in September 2018 
as part of the Authority’s ongoing water conservation initiative.  The project continues through 
June 1, 2022.   

 
 Mr. Owen said that Phase 4 of the Irrigation Audit Program is funded by and completed in 

cooperation with the Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), Citrus, Hernando, 
and Marion counties, the North Sumter County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) and the 
Villages Community Center Development District (VCCDD).  The total project budget is $145,000, 
with the SWFWMD contributing 50%, the Authority matching this with 50%, with the Authority’s 
match shared on a 50/50 basis with participating utilities.   

 
 In September 2018, the Authority entered into a contract with Eco Land Design to implement key 

components of the Phase 5 project.  The contractor is responsible for conducting irrigation system 
audits for customers who have been identified by the utilities as their highest use single-family 
residential customers and who have applied to participate in the program.   

 
 Discussion ensued regarding water conservation and implementation of the next phase of this 

program. 
 
 This item was provided for information only and no action was required. 
 
11. Charles A. Black Wellfield – Renewal and Replacement Fund Annual Report 
 Ms. Suzy Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director, said Citrus County has submitted to the Authority 

the annual report for the Charles A. Black (CAB) Wellfield Renewal and Replacement (R&R) Fund, 
documenting deposits and expenditures for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2019, the first two 
pages of which are included as an exhibit to this item.  This annual report is required by the Water 
Supply Contract between the WRWSA and Citrus County.  Staff has reviewed this report, and has 
found that the report is consistent with the pertinent Contract requirements, which state in part: 

 
R&R Reserve Fund Reporting – The County shall provide to the Authority an annual 
report on contributions to and utilization of the R&R Reserve Fund, describing the date 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority    January 15, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting  Page 4 of 5 
 
 

and amount of contributions to the Fund, interest earnings in the Fund; and the date, 
amount, and description of expenditures from the fund, including the purpose of the 
capital facility replacement, renewal or major repair.  This annual report shall be for the 
prior Contract Year and shall be provided no later than January 31st in the following 
Contract Year. 

 
 Expenditures included payment for planned replacement of emergency power generators as 

recommended in the 2016 Engineering Evaluation of the Charles A. Black Wellfield Report (exhibit 
in the Board’s meeting materials).  

 
 Mr. Carnahan moved, seconded by Ms. Bryant, to accept Citrus County’s annual report for the 

CAB R&R Fund, documenting expenditures and deposits for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2019, as presented.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
12. City of Crystal River Conservation Grant Agreement 
 Ms. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, presented this item.  The City of Crystal River and WRWSA 

entered into a Project Grant Agreement for 50% funding for the Crystal River Waterfronts Water 
Conservation Program on August 21, 2019. The project total cost was $18,180.00 and the WRWSA 
portion is $9,090.00. Crystal River also applied for funding through the SWFWMD Water Wise 
Funding Program and has been approved for that funding as well.   

 
 Ms. Morris, representing the City of Crystal River, provided a brief overview of the project. 
 
 Ms. Folsom said the City of Crystal River recommends an overall project amount of $27,270.00 and 

maintaining the cost paid by each entity at $9,090.00.  The proposed Amendment was provided as an 
exhibit. 

 
 Ms. Bryant moved, seconded by Mr. Ernst, to approve an Amendment reducing the 

reimbursement amount from one-half to one-third of the project cost, increasing the overall 
project budget to $27,270.00, and maintains co-funding amount at $9,090.00.  The motion 
carried unanimously. 

 
13. Legislative Report – Annual Legislative Priorities 
 Ms. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, noted the 2019-2020 Legislative Regular Session is scheduled 

to begin in mid-January and end in mid-March. Staff has gathered information on relevant bills that 
related to conservation and water supply from the 1000 Friends of Florida, and the Florida 
Engineering Society’s Conservation and Environmental Quality Committee. Staff provided a 
summary of the bills and their status which was included in the Board’s meeting materials. Staff will 
continue to track the status of these bills, and report on their status at the March and May Board 
meetings.  

 
 This item was provided for information only and no action was required. 
 
14. Attorney’s Report  
 Mr. Batsel said he had no report to provide at this time. 
 
15. Executive Director’s Report 

Ms. Folsom informed the Board of the item’s provided in the Board’s meeting materials. 
a. Correspondence  
b. News Articles – Three articles were provided for the Board’s information. 
c. Other – Ms. Folsom noted that she and Mr. Owen have meet with SJRWMD Executive Director 

Ann Shortelle, SWFWMD Executive Director Brian Armstrong, and WRWSA Chair Michelle 
Stone. 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority    January 15, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting  Page 5 of 5 
 
 
At this time, the WRWSA Board recognized Mr. Owen’s service as Executive Director from 2012 to 
2019.  Vice-Chair Printz and Mr. Swain presented the plaque commemorating his seven years of service.  
 
16. Other Business 

• Mr. Kinnard noted that Consent Item 6.b. had an incorrect total which should include Ms. Folsom’s 
salary.  The total was corrected to reflect January Bills for Payment to be $28,042.61.  The Board 
was in agreement with this correction.  

 
17. Next Meeting Time and Location 
 Next Regular Board Meeting – March 18, 2020 at 3:30 p.m. at the Lecanto Government Building, 

Room 166.   
 
18. Adjournment – Vice-Chair Printz adjourned the meeting at 4:19 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________________ 
Steve Printz, Chair 

 
 

________________________________________ 
Suzannah J. Folsom, Executive Director 
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Item 6.b. 
 

Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 
 

Agenda Item for Ratification 
 

Bills to be Paid 
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Invoice Invoice

Number(s) Date Amount

Suzannah J. Folsom, PE, Executive Director 1025 2/3/2020 $7,495.07
Richard S. Owen, AICP, Owen Consulting Services 2020-01 2/7/2020 $6,752.98
Rob Batsel, General Counsel 51724 2/7/2020 $701.95
Larry Haag, Former General Counsel (CPA letter) 35381 1/20/2020 $100.00
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Asst (Services) 01-Jan-20 2/3/2020 $2,343.75
Kathy Bryant (Board Travel) 1/15/2020 $36.49
Gary Ernst (Board Travel) 1/15/2020 $36.49
Bill Kemerer (Board Travel) 11/13/2020 $19.58
Steve Printz (Nov/Jan Board Travel) 1/15/2020 $55.18
Dale Swain (Nov/Jan Board Travel) 1/15/2020 $55.18
Karen Allen (Web Maintenance) 120 2/9/2020 $125.00
Sun Trust Business Card Statement 2.2.2020 2/2/2020 $649.45

$18,371.12
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contract/ Balance Current
Water Supply Studies and Facilities Budget Remaining Invoice(s)

General Services Contract $75,000.00 $75,000.00
Work Order 2020-02 Weber & Associates $10,000.00 $9,682.50

FY19-20 Water Conservation Grants Program
Citrus County $45,998.50 $45,998.50
Hernando County $48,350.00 $48,350.00
Marion County $33,095.00 $33,095.00
Crystal River $9,090.00 $9,090.00

Phase 4 Irrigation Program $200,000.00 $60,439.78
Phase 5 Irrigation Program $145,000.00 $53,340.08 $2,820.94 (1)
Total Project Invoices $566,533.50 $334,995.86 $2,820.94

Total Bills to be Paid $21,192.06

$2,820.94
$21,192.06    

            

(1) Phase 5 (Q040) ‐ Irrigation Audits

Jack Overdorff, ECO Land Design   $2,520.94 Invoice 393
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Services   $300.00 Invoice 01‐Jan‐Q040 2020

$2,820.94

Total Administrative Invoices

Transfer from SBA2 to SBA1
State Board of Administration Transfer from SBA1 to SunTrust Bank

Notes:

State Board of Administration

Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority
3600 W. Sovereign Path, Suite 228, Lecanto, Florida 34461

Bills For Payment
2/17/2020

Administrative Invoices
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Invoice Invoice

Number(s) Date Amount

Suzannah J. Folsom, PE, Executive Director 1027 3/4/2020 $7,562.25
Richard S. Owen, AICP, Owen Consulting Services 2020-02 3/3/2020 $6,762.98
Rob Batsel, General Counsel $0.00
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Asst (Services) 02-Feb-20 3/3/2020 $3,125.00
Karen Allen (Web Maintenance) 121 3/9/2020 $100.00
Purvis Gray (Annual Financial Audit) 40634 2/28/2020 $10,635.00
Sun Trust Business Card Statement 3.2.2020 3/2/2020 $166.21

$28,351.44
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contract/ Balance Current
Water Supply Studies and Facilities Budget Remaining Invoice(s)

General Services Contract $75,000.00 $75,000.00
Work Order 2020-02 Weber & Associates $10,000.00 $9,682.50

FY19-20 Water Conservation Grants Program
Citrus County $45,998.50 $45,998.50
Hernando County $48,350.00 $48,350.00
Marion County $33,095.00 $33,095.00
Crystal River $9,090.00 $9,090.00

Phase 4 Irrigation Program $200,000.00 $60,439.78
Phase 5 Irrigation Program $145,000.00 $53,340.08 $6,568.47 (1)
Total Project Invoices $566,533.50 $334,995.86 $6,568.47

Total Bills to be Paid $34,919.91

$6,568.47
$34,919.91    

            

(1) Phase 5 (Q040) ‐ Irrigation Audits

Jack Overdorff, ECO Land Design   $5,918.47 Invoice 395
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Services   $650.00 Invoice 02‐Feb‐Q040 2020

$6,568.47

Total Administrative Invoices

Transfer from SBA2 to SBA1
State Board of Administration Transfer from SBA1 to SunTrust Bank

Notes:

State Board of Administration

Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority
3600 W. Sovereign Path, Suite 228, Lecanto, Florida 34461

Bills For Payment
3/18/2020

Administrative Invoices
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Item 6.c. 
Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Agenda Item for Ratification 

 

Water Conservation Month Resolution 

Ms. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, will present this item. 

The purpose of this item is to request the Board execute a resolution declaring April 2020 as 
“Water Conservation Month.” Declaring April as Water Conservation Month has historically been 
used by the Authority as a means to focus the public’s attention on the need for and benefits of 
conservation and to highlight the resources available to help them. 

Since 1998, the state of Florida, water management districts, local governments and water-
related organizations, such as the Florida Section of the American Water Works Association, 
have declared April as Water Conservation Month.  April is typically the time of year when 
water demands increase due to generally hot and dry conditions.  Declaring April as Water 
Conservation Month will further the Authority’s and its member governments’ water conservation 
efforts. 

The resolution for the Board’s consideration is provided in the meeting materials as an exhibit. 

See Exhibit 

Staff Recommendation:   

Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Resolution No. 2020-02 declaring April 2020 as “Water 
Conservation Month.” 
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WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY 
 

RESOLUTION 2020-02 
 

WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

DESIGNATES APRIL 2020 AS  
WATER CONSERVATION MONTH 

 
 

WHEREAS, water is a basic and essential need of every living creature; and 
  

WHEREAS, the State of Florida, the Southwest Florida Water Management District and 
the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority designate April as water conservation 
month; and  
 

WHEREAS, the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority urges every consumer 
and each citizen and business to become more aware of the need to save water, and to take 
appropriate measures to conserve and protect this vital natural resource by practicing 
water-saving measures; and  

 
WHEREAS, the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority Board of Directors 

supports and encourages water conservation measures within the Withlacoochee Region; and  
 

WHEREAS, the support of April 2020 as Florida’s Water Conservation Month reinforces 
conservation messages and efforts put forth by the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply 
Authority. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority Board of 
Directors hereby proclaims April 2020 as WATER CONSERVATION MONTH in the 
Withlacoochee Region. 
 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Chair and Secretary of the Board of Directors are 
hereby authorized to affix their signatures to the Resolution on behalf of the Board. 
  
 PASSED and ADOPTED in Lecanto, Citrus County, Florida on this eighteenth day of 
March 2020. 
 
 
 BOARD OF DIRECTORS, WITHLACOOCHEE 
 REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY  
 

            
_____________________________________ 

Attest: BY Steve Printz, Chairman 
 
 
                                                                                                                                         
Suzannah J. Folsom, Secretary 
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Item 6.d. 
Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Agenda Item for Ratification 

 
Springs Protection Awareness Month Resolution  
 
Ms. Suzy Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director, will present this item. 
 
The purpose of this item is to request the Board execute a resolution declaring April 2020 as 
“Springs Protection Awareness Month.”  Declaring April as Spring Protection Awareness Month 
will allow the Authority to focus the public’s attention on protecting, maintaining and restoring 
where necessary the natural springs within the region.  These springs are essential to the 
environment, economy, citizens and visitors of the region.  By adopting the proposed Springs 
Protection Awareness Month Resolution, the Authority will demonstrate its commitment to 
environmental stewardship, including supporting efforts to conserve and restore the ecological 
balance of these spring systems. 
 
The Authority encourages its members to continue and enhance where appropriate local efforts 
to protect our springs and to support the Southwest Florida Water Management District and the 
St. Johns River Water Management District in their efforts to conserve and protect our local 
springs. 
 
The resolution for the Board’s consideration is provided as an exhibit in the Board’s meeting 
materials. 
 
See Exhibit 
 
Staff Recommendation:   
 
Approve and authorize the Chair to sign Resolution 2020-03 declaring April 2020 as “Springs 
Protection Awareness Month.” 
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WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2020-03 
 

WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

PROCLAIMS APRIL 2020 AS 
“SPRINGS PROTECTION AWARENESS MONTH” 

 
WHEREAS, Florida’s springs are essential to the environment, economy, residents 

and visitors of the state; and 
 

WHEREAS, there are five first-magnitude spring groups within the Withlacoochee 
Regional Water Supply Authority (WRWSA) that collectively discharge more than one billion 
gallons of water per day; and 
 

WHEREAS, these groups are important not only for their ecological value but also for 
their economic impact on the communities that call these areas home; and 
 

WHEREAS, the WRWSA, in partnership with the various stakeholders, is committed 
to helping to conserve and restore the ecological balance of these spring systems, thereby 
supporting regional economies and quality of life. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply 
Authority hereby proclaims the month of April 2020 as “SPRINGS PROTECTION 
AWARENESS MONTH.” 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority 
shall continue to contribute to an adaptive management strategy to protect the region’s springs 
through restoration, planning, communication and education, monitoring, research and 
development, regulation, conservation, and land acquisition and management. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board Chair and Secretary are hereby authorized 
to affix their signatures to the Resolution on behalf of the Board. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED in Lecanto, Citrus County, Florida, on this eighteenth day of 
March 2020. 
 
 WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER 
  SUPPLY AUTHORITY 
 
 
 
Attest:        By: _________________________________ 
 Steve Printz, Chair 
 
_________________________________ 
Suzannah J. Folsom, Secretary 
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Item 6.e.
Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Agenda Item for Ratification 

Fiscal Year 2018-19 Financial Audit 

Mr. Mark White, Partner with Purvis Gray & Company, LLP, will present this item. 

Purvis Gray and Company has prepared the annual audit of the Authority’s financial statements 
for the Fiscal Year ending September 30, 2019. 

Included as an exhibit in the Board’s meeting materials is the Authority’s financial position 
provided to Purvis Gray & Company. 

See the following exhibits which were included as separate documents in the Board's March 
meeting materials (posted on website in supplemental information): 
A. February 24, 2020 letter from Purvis Gray and Company;
B. Financial Statements and Independent Auditors’ Report for Fiscal Year 2018-19.

Staff Recommendation:  

Board approval of the Financial Statements and Independent Auditors’ Report for Fiscal Year 
2018-19, dated February 24, 2020, as presented at the meeting and submittal of this report to 
the Auditor General and to the Florida Department of Financial Services. 
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Item 6.f. 
Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Agenda Item for Ratification 

Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Project Phase IV Final Report 

Ms. Suzy Folsom, WRWSA, will present this item. 

Phase IV of the Authority’s Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Program began in September 
2016 as part of the Authority’s ongoing water conservation initiative.  Phase IV of the Irrigation 
Audit Program was funded by and completed in cooperation with the Southwest Florida Water 
Management District (SWFWMD), Citrus, Hernando, and Marion counties and the North Sumter 
County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) and the Villages Community Center Development 
District (VCCDD).  Phase IV included an “enhanced” component when compared to the 
previous phases, whereby the WRWSA’s contractor implemented various aspects of the 
irrigation audit recommendations, rather than relying on the homeowner for implementation. 
The report details the outcomes of this enhanced component.  Phase IV has been completed on 
time and within budget.  Staff will provide a summary of the major findings of the Phase IV 
effort.   

The Phase IV final report has been provided as a separate document accompanying the 
Board’s meeting materials.  If approved by the Board, the Final Report will be submitted to the 
SWFWMD in accordance with the Cooperative Funding Agreement. 

See Exhibit – Final Report (provided as a separate document in the Board's March meeting 
materials and posted on website in supplemental information)

Staff Recommendation:  

Board accept the Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Program Phase IV Final Report, 
dated March 19, 2020, and authorize staff to submit the Final Report to the SWFWMD. 
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Item 6.g. 
Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Agenda Item for Ratification 

 
Establishment of the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Annual Grants Program Funding 
Amount and Guidelines 
 
Ms. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, will present this item 
 
Since 2005, the Authority has funded an annual grants program that provides matching funds 
for water conservation and water supply development projects.  Member governments and other 
utilities in the region have applied for and received cooperative grants for projects of mutual 
benefit.  The 2020-21 grants cycle will begin with an announcement to be sent to utility directors 
and water conservation coordinators regarding the Authority’s Local Government Grant 
Program.  A copy of the proposed announcement is included as an exhibit to this item.   
 
In order to provide for this continuing program in the upcoming 2020-21 fiscal year and to 
allow staff to prepare the 2020-21 budget, staff requests the Board establish the total amount 
available in the fiscal year for the Program.  In the recent past, the Board has established a total 
amount of $130,000 and limited funding to water conservation projects.  Last year the budget 
was increased mid-year to fully fund all grant funding applications received. The proposed 
amount of $140,000 would be an increase of $10,000 increase and a significant contribution 
toward implementing conservation in the region. 
 
See Exhibit 
 
Staff Recommendation:   
 
The Board set the total allocation of funds in fiscal year 2020-21 for the Local Government 
Grant Program at $140,000 and limit such grants to water conservation projects. 
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  Exhibit - Item DRAFT 

D R A F T 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
 
May 20, 2020 
 
To: Local Governments and Utility Directors in the Withlacoochee Region 

From: Richard S. Owen, Executive Director, WRWSA 

Subject: WRWSA Funding for Water Conservation Projects 

 
The Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority (WRWSA) will accept applications for 
its Fiscal Year 2020-21 Local Government Water Conservation Grants Program starting on 
May 1, 2018.  Applications must be received no later than June 30, 2020.  This grants 
program is sponsored by the WRWSA to fund local water conservation projects on a 
matching basis.  The staff will recommend to the Board that the Authority continue to accept 
grant applications for water conservation-related projects only.  Applications and 
instructions will be available on the Authority web page at www.wrwsa.org by April 1, 2020. 
Applications will be considered by the Board at its July 15, 2020 Board meeting.  Awards 
are scheduled to be made at the September 19, 2018 Board meeting.  
 
If you have any questions about the grants program, please contact me at (352) 293-5955. 
You may also call LuAnne Stout at the Lecanto Office (352) 527-5795. If you desire to 
contact me by FAX, my FAX number is (352) 527-5797 and my e-mail address is 
“richardowen@wrwsa.org”. 
 
cc: WRWSA Board Members 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Distribution List:  
Bruce Phillips, Belleview Alys Brockway, Hernando Co. Water Conservation  
Richard Radacky, Brooksville Eric C. Williams, Inverness 
Bruce Hickle, Bushnell Angel Roussel, Marion County 
City of Center Hill Michon Fabio, Marion County 
Ken Cheek, Citrus County Town of McIntosh 
Debra Burden, Citrus Co. Water Conservation Jeff Halcomb, Ocala 
City of Coleman Town of Reddick 
Dave Burnell, Crystal River Bradley Arnold, Sumter County 
Eddie Esch, Dunnellon City of Webster 
Gordon Onderdonk, Hernando County Gene Kornegay, Wildwood 
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Item 6.h.
Board of Directors Meeting – March 18, 2020 

Agenda Item for Ratification 

Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21 Budget –  
Establishment of the FY 2020-21 Per Capita Rate 

Mr. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, will present this item. 

Each year the Authority Board must approve a per capita rate for each of the member counties.  
The current rate of $0.19 per capita has been in effect for eleven years, since the 2009-10 fiscal 
year. The per capita rate is applied to the latest county population estimates prepared by the 
Bureau of Economic and Business Research, which prepare the State’s official population 
estimates.   

In the coming fiscal year, a per capita rate of $0.19 will generate a total revenue of $156,782, 
an increase of approximately 1.9% from the current fiscal year. 

Staff Recommendation:  

Board approval of a per capita rate of $0.19 to be used in preparation of the FY 2020-21 
Budget. 
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Item 7.a. 
Consent Agenda

Approval of 
Minutes
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D R A F T 
WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Minutes of the Meeting 
March 18, 2020 

 
TIME: 3:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Lecanto Government Building  
ADDRESS: 3600 W. Sovereign Path, Room 280, Lecanto, Florida 34461 
 
The numbers preceding the items listed below correspond with the published agenda. 
 
Due to Federal COVID-19 guidelines and State of Florida Executive Order 20-52 declaring a Public Health 
Emergency in Florida, this meeting was held using teleconference capabilities between Board members and 
staff utilizing Room 166.  All actions approved and/or accepted will be ratified at the Board’s next meeting. 
 
1. Call to Order 

 Chair Printz called the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority (WRWSA) Board of 
Directors meeting to order at 3:32 p.m. and requested a roll call.     

 
2.  Roll Call 
 Ms. Suzannah Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director, called the roll and a quorum was declared 

present.  
  
BOARD MEMBERS VIA TELECONFENCE 
Steve Printz, Chair, Sumter County Commissioner 
Scott Carnahan, Vice-Chair, Marion County 

Commissioner 
Kathy Bryant, Treasurer, Marion County 

Commissioner 
Al Butler, Sumter County Commissioner 
Gary Ernst, Belleview City Commissioner 
Jeff Gold, Marion County Commissioner  
Ken Hinkle, Inverness City Councilor 
William Kemerer, Brooksville City Councilor 
John Mitten, Hernando County Commissioner 
Michelle Stone, Marion County Commissioner  
Dale Swain, Bushnell City Councilor 

BOARD MEMBER PRESENT 
Jeff Holcomb, Hernando County Commissioner 
 
BOARD MEMBER(S) ABSENT 
Jeff Kinnard, Citrus County Commissioner 
 
 

  
3. Introductions and Announcements 

• Ms. Folsom noted that this will be an abbreviated meeting and any actions taken today will be 
ratified by the Board at its next meeting. 

• Mr. Batsel reviewed the State of Florida Executive Order 20-52 guidelines regarding the Public 
Health Emergency. Government entities can temporarily suspend statutes, rules, ordinances and 
orders to maintain business continuity during the emergency. He said actions taken by the Board 
require the presence of three of the four counties represented; therefore, any actions taken today 
should be ratified at the next Board meeting that meets quorum requirements. 

  
WRWSA STAFF PRESENT 
Suzannah J. Folsom, PE, PMP, Executive Director 
LuAnne Stout, Administrative Assistant 
 
WRWSA STAFF VIA TELECONFERENCE 
Rob Batsel, General Counsel (Gilligan, Gooding, 

Franjola & Batsel, P.A.) 

OTHERS PRESENT  
Mark White, Purvis Gray 
 
OTHERS VIA TELECONFERENCE  
Alys Brockway, Hernando County Water Res Mgr 
Debra Burden, Citrus County Water Conservation  
Jon Dowler, PWD, City of Brooksville 
Katie Eno, Purvis Gray 
Frank Gargano, SWFWMD Govt Affairs Reg Mgr 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority    March 18, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting  Page 2 of 4 
 
 

  
4. Pledge of Allegiance –Chair Printz led those in attendance in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
5. Public Comment – Chair Printz opened public comment and then closed it since there was no 

audience. 
 
6. Consent Agenda  

a. Approval of Minutes – The January 15, 2020 draft minutes were provided in the Board’s 
meeting materials and recommended for approval as presented.   

b. Bills to be Paid – Staff recommended ratification of bills for February ($21,192.06) and approval 
of March ($34,919.91).   

c. Water Conservation Month Resolution – Staff recommended to approve and authorize the 
Chair to sign Resolution No. 2020-02 declaring April 2020 as “Water Conservation Month.” 

d. Springs Protection Awareness Month Resolution – Staff recommended to approve and 
authorize the Chair to sign Resolution 2020-03 declaring April 2020 as “Springs Protection 
Awareness Month.” 

 
Ms. Stone moved, seconded by Mr. Holcomb, to approve Consent Agenda Items 6.a., 6.b., 6.c. and 
6.d. as presented.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
7. Fiscal Year 201819 Financial Audit  
 Mr. Mark White, Partner with Purvis Gray & Company, LLP, presented this item.  Purvis Gray and 

Company has prepared the annual audit of the Authority’s financial statements for the Fiscal Year 
ending September 30, 2019.  He noted that included as an exhibit in the Board’s meeting materials is 
the Authority’s financial position provided to Purvis Gray & Company.  Also included as separate 
documents were the February 24, 2020 letter from Purvis Gray and Company, and Financial 
Statements and Independent Auditors’ Report for Fiscal Year 2018-19. 

 
 Mr. White said he no significant items to report and noted it was a typical year for the Authority. 
 
 The Board was in consensus to accept the Financial Statements and Independent Auditors’ 

Report for Fiscal Year 2018-19, dated February 24, 2020, as presented at the meeting; and 
submittal of this report to the Auditor General and to the Florida Department of Financial 
Services. 

  
8. SWFWMD Proposed Water Use Permit Reclaimed Water Deduction Rule Changes 
 Ms. Folsom noted that, due to travel restrictions, Ms. April Breton, SWFWMD Water Use Permit 

Manager, was not able to attend.  This item will be tabled for a future meeting. 
 
9. Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Project Phase IV Final Report  

 Ms. Folsom said that Phase IV of the Authority’s Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Program 
began in September 2016 as part of the Authority’s ongoing water conservation initiative.  Phase IV 
of the Irrigation Audit Program was funded by and completed in cooperation with the Southwest 
Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), Citrus, Hernando, and Marion counties and the 
North Sumter County Utility Dependent District (NSCUDD) and the Villages Community Center 
Development District (VCCDD).  Phase IV included an “enhanced” component when compared to 
the previous phases, whereby the WRWSA’s contractor implemented various aspects of the irrigation 
audit recommendations, rather than relying on the homeowner for implementation.  The report details 
the outcomes of this enhanced component.  Phase IV has been completed on time and within budget.   

 
 Ms. Folsom briefly summarized the major findings of the Phase IV effort.   The final report was 

provided as a separate document accompanying the Board’s meeting materials 
 
 The Board consensus was to accept the Regional Irrigation System Evaluation Program 

Phase IV Final Report, dated March 19, 2020, and authorize staff to submit the Final Report to 
the SWFWMD. 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority    March 18, 2020 
Minutes of the Meeting  Page 3 of 4 
 
 
10. Establishment of the Fiscal Year 2020-21 Annual Grants Program Funding Amount and 

Guidelines  
 Ms. Folsom noted that, since 2005, the Authority has funded an annual grants program that provides 

matching funds for water conservation and water supply development projects.  Member governments 
and other utilities in the region have applied for and received cooperative grants for projects of 
mutual benefit.  The 2020-21 grants cycle will begin with an announcement to be sent to utility 
directors and water conservation coordinators regarding the Authority’s Local Government Grant 
Program.  A copy of the proposed announcement was included as an exhibit in the Board’s meeting 
materials. 

 
 In order to provide for this continuing program in the upcoming 2020-21 fiscal year and to allow staff 

to prepare the 2020-21 budget, staff requests the Board establish the total amount available in the 
fiscal year for the Program.  In the recent past, the Board has established a total amount of $130,000 
and limited funding to water conservation projects.  Last year the budget was increased mid-year to 
fully fund all grant funding applications received. The proposed amount of $140,000 would be an 
increase of $10,000 increase and a significant contribution toward implementing conservation in the 
region. 

 
 Mr. Swain moved, seconded by Mr. Kemerer, to approve setting the total allocation of funds in 

fiscal year 2020-21 for the Local Government Grant Program at $140,000 and limit such grants 
to water conservation projects.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 
11. Proposed Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget 
 
 a.  Establishment of the FY 2019-20 Per Capita Rate 

Ms. Folsom noted that each year the Authority Board must approve a per capita rate for each of 
the member counties.  The current rate of $0.19 per capita has been in effect for eleven years, 
since the 2009-10 fiscal year. The per capita rate is applied to the latest county population 
estimates prepared by the Bureau of Economic and Business Research, which prepare the State’s 
official population estimates.  In the coming fiscal year, a per capita rate of $0.19 will generate a 
total revenue of $156,782, an increase of approximately 1.9% from the current fiscal year. 

 
 Mr. Swain moved, seconded by Mr. Ernst, to approve a per capita rate of $0.19 to be used in 

preparation of the FY 2020-21 Budget.  Motion carried unanimously. 
 
 b. FY 2019-20 Draft Budget for Review 

Ms. Folsom said that Exhibit A to this item is the draft FY 2020-21 budget for the Board’s 
review.  The budget has been prepared in a conservative manner to keep costs in check and 
enhance efficiencies for member governments.  Included as Exhibit B is a description of the 
Authority’s FY 2020-21 work program that is supported by the proposed budget. 

 
 This item was provided for information and review only, and no action was required. Any comments 

received will be incorporated for consideration at the Board’s May 20, 2020 meeting. 
 
12. 2020 Visions for Clear Springs – A Springs Protection Workshop 
 Ms. Alys Brockway, Hernando County Water Resource Manager, announced that this workshop 

scheduled for May 8, 2020, has been postponed and may be rescheduled for summer or early fall. 
 
13. Legislative Report  
 Ms. Folsom noted that the 2019-2020 Legislative Regular Session began in mid-January and was 

scheduled to end in mid-March. She briefly reviewed information about the relevant bills that are 
related to conservation and water supply from the 1000 Friends of Florida, and the Florida 
Engineering Society’s Conservation and Environmental Quality Committee. Three bills were 
approved regarding water quality, aquatic preserves and public financing for construction projects.    
She said a final status will be reported at the May Board Meeting.  
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 This item was provided for information only and no action was required. 
 
14. Attorney’s Report  
 Mr. Batsel said he had no report to provide at this time. 
 
15. Executive Director’s Report 

a. Update on Charles A. Black Wellfield Pumpage – Ms. Folsom provided a graph of the annual 
average wellfield pumping, noting that the level is greater than the permit limit. Formal notice is 
expected from SWFWMD if/when the pumping has exceeded the permit limit for five months at 
greater than five percent.  Ms. Folsom said this pumping is nearly 30% higher than projected in 
the Regional Water Supply Plan Update.  In response to Ms. Stone’s question, Ms. Folsom said 
she is investigating how the projection was determined and will report back to the Board.  
Ms. Folsom said the Authority fully supports Citrus County and its use of water conservation and 
grant programs to reduce per capita water usage. 

b. Correspondence 
c. News Articles 
d. Other – Ms. Folsom and Chairman Printz noted Ms. Stone will be recognized for her service as 

Board Chair at the next meeting. 
 
16. Other Business - None 
 
17. Next Meeting Time and Location 
 Next Regular Board Meeting – May 20, 2020 at 3:30 p.m. at the Lecanto Government Building, 

Room 166.   
 Actions taken today by the Board via teleconferencing will be ratified at the May 20 meeting as 

required by a quorum being physically present. 
 
18. Adjournment – Chair Printz adjourned the meeting at 4:05 p.m. 
 

 
________________________________________ 
Steve Printz, Chair 

 
 

________________________________________ 
Suzannah J. Folsom, Executive Director 
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Item 7.b. 
 

Consent Agenda 
 

Bills to be Paid 
 
 

  
April bills in the meeting materials; 

May bills to be provided at meeting. 
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Invoice Invoice

Number(s) Date Amount

Suzannah J. Folsom, PE, Executive Director 1027 3/4/2020 $7,175.00
Rob Batsel, General Counsel 52094 3/31/2020 $893.00
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Asst (Services) 03-Mar-20 4/1/2020 $3,125.00
Karen Allen (Web Maintenance) 122 4/6/2020 $100.00
Purvis Gray (Quarter Financial Audit) 41270 4/1/2020 $500.00
Sun Trust Business Card Statement 4.2.2020 4/2/2020 $748.12

$12,541.12
                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

Contract/ Balance Current
Water Supply Studies and Facilities Budget Remaining Invoice(s)

General Services Contract $75,000.00 $75,000.00
Work Order 2020-02 Weber & Associates $10,000.00 $9,682.50

FY19-20 Water Conservation Grants Program
Citrus County $45,998.50 $45,998.50
Hernando County $48,350.00 $48,350.00
Marion County $33,095.00 $33,095.00
Crystal River $9,090.00 $9,090.00

Phase 4 Irrigation Program $200,000.00 $60,439.78
Phase 5 Irrigation Program $145,000.00 $40,591.99 $6,179.62 (1)
Total Project Invoices $566,533.50 $322,247.77 $6,179.62

Total Bills to be Paid $18,720.74

$6,179.62
$18,720.74    

            

(1) Phase 5 (Q040) ‐ Irrigation Audits

Jack Overdorff, ECO Land Design   $5,479.62 Invoice 396
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Services   $700.00 Invoice 03‐Mar‐Q040 2020

$6,179.62

Transfer from SBA2 to SBA1
State Board of Administration Transfer from SBA1 to SunTrust Bank

Notes:

State Board of Administration

Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority
3600 W. Sovereign Path, Suite 228, Lecanto, Florida 34461

Bills For Payment
4/15/2020

Administrative Invoices

Total Administrative Invoices
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Item 7.c. 
 

Consent Agenda 
 

First Quarter Financial Report 
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To The Governing Board 
Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority 
Ocala, Florida 
 
Management is responsible for the accompanying financial statements of the Withlacoochee Regional 
Water Supply Authority (the Authority), an Independent Special District, as of and for the three (3) months 
ended December 31, 2019, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States 
of America. We have performed a compilation engagement in accordance with Statements on Standards 
for Accounting and Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services Committee of 
the AICPA. We did not audit or review the financial statements nor were we required to perform any 
procedures to verify the accuracy or completeness of the information provided by management. 
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion, a conclusion, nor provide any form of assurance on these 
financial statements.  
 
Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures and the statement of cash flows as 
required by accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. If the omitted 
disclosures and the statement of cash flows were included in the financial statements, they might influence 
the user’s conclusions about the Authority’s financial position, results of operations, and cash flows. 
Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those who are not informed about such matters. 
 
Supplementary Information 
The budgetary comparison information is not a required part of the basic financial statements but is 
supplementary information.  The supplementary information has been compiled from information that is 
the representation of management. This information was subject to our compilation engagement, however, 
we have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information, and do not express an opinion, a 
conclusion, nor provide any assurance on such information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 6, 2020 
Ocala, Florida 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
As of December 31, 2019

ASSETS

Cash in Bank - SunTrust 25,864.53$          
Cash in Bank - SBA1 701,305.82          
Cash in Bank - SBA2 865,236.56          
Accounts Receivable 6,720.16              
Accounts Receivable - SWFWMD 40,556.41            
Accounts Receivable - County 18,363.29            
Prepaid Expense 3,762.16              

Total Current Assets 1,661,808.93       

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENTS
Equipment 3,728.84              
Accum Deprec - Equipment (3,111.66)             
Citrus Co. Wellfield 3,105,814.56       
Citrus Co. Wellfield 90 1,613,006.01       
Citrus Co. Wellfield 88 176,410.64          
Accum Deprec - Wellfield (4,446,504.73)      

Total Property and Equipment 449,343.66          

TOTAL ASSETS 2,111,152.59$     

LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable 22,160.74$          
Acct Payable - Special Projects 5,281.87              
Acct Payable - General 500.00                 

Total Current Liabilities 27,942.61            

NET POSITION
Beginning Net Position 2,070,274.77       
Net Income 12,935.21            

Total Net Position 2,083,209.98       

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION 2,111,152.59$     

See Accompanying Independent Accountant's Compilation Report
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES
 For the Period Ended December 31, 2019

3 months ended
December 31, 2019 %

Revenue
Citrus Co. Assessments 6,921.75$                 4.93 %              
Hernando Co. Assessments 8,816.25                    6.28 %              
Sumter Co. Assessments 5,934.50                    4.23 %              
Marion Co. Assessment 16,810.25                 11.97 %            
Interest Income - SBA Accounts 7,454.82                    5.31 %              
CAB Wlfld Restricted Revenues 54,088.07                 38.51 %            
CAB Wlfld Unrestricted Revenues 5,429.50                    3.87 %              
Ph4 N822 Irg Audit Coop Match 5,015.06                    3.57 %              
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm SWFWMD Match 10,461.38                 7.45 %              
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm Coop Match 7,797.36                    5.55 %              
RWSP Update SWFWMD Match 11,719.09                 8.34 %              

Total Revenue 140,448.03               100.00 %          

Operating Expenses
Administrative  Assistant 9,375.00                    6.68 %              
Advertising 556.95                       0.40 %              
Bank Charges 15.00                         0.01 %              
Depreciation Expense 40,841.06                 29.08 %            
Executive Director 27,016.55                 19.24 %            
General Services Contracts 317.50                       0.23 %              
Legal - Monthly Meeting 470.00                       0.33 %              
Legal - Other Services 3,384.00                    2.41 %              
Liability Insurance 685.25                       0.49 %              
Office Supplies 101.98                       0.07 %              
Ph5 Irg Audit Program 18,565.22                 13.22 %            
Phase 4 N822 Irrig Audit Prgm 100.00                       0.07 %              
Postage 266.45                       0.19 %              
Printing & Reproduction 382.80                       0.27 %              
Publications/Software 19.50                         0.01 %              
Reg Water Supply Pln Upd SWFWMD 23,438.17                 16.69 %            
Rent (Lecanto Gov't Bldg) 511.92                       0.36 %              
State Fees/Assessments 175.00                       0.12 %              
Telephone 347.81                       0.25 %              
Travel (Board Members & Staff) 305.79                       0.22 %              
Web Page/Computer Maintenance 636.87                       0.45 %              

Total Operating Expenses 127,512.82               90.79 %            

Net Income (Loss) 12,935.21$               9.21 %              

See Accompanying Independent Accountant's Compilation Report
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

BUDGET TO ACTUAL
For the Period Ended December 31, 2019

3 months ended
December 31, 
2019 Actual

3 months ended 
December 31, 
2019 Budget

 Variance 
Over/(Under) 

Budget 

Annual 
Budget

Variance

Revenue
Citrus Co. Assessments 6,921.75$            6,921.75$             -$                  27,687.00$    (20,765.25)$    
Hernando Co. Assessments 8,816.25              8,816.25               -                    35,265.00      (26,448.75)      
Sumter Co. Assessments 5,934.50              5,934.50               -                    23,738.00      (17,803.50)      
Marion Co. Assessment 16,810.25            16,810.25             -                    67,241.00      (50,430.75)      
Interest Income - SBA Accounts 7,454.82              -                        7,454.82           -                 7,454.82         
CAB Wlfld Restricted Revenues 54,088.07            50,570.50             3,517.57           202,282.00    (148,193.93)    
CAB Wlfld Unrestricted Revenues 5,429.50              5,429.50               -                    21,718.00      (16,288.50)      
Ph 4 Irr Aud Pgm Coop Match 5,015.06              -                        5,015.06           -                 5,015.06         
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm SWFWMD Match 10,461.38            7,250.00               3,211.38           29,000.00      (18,538.62)      
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm Coop Match 7,797.36              3,625.00               4,172.36           14,500.00      (6,702.64)        
RWSP Update SWFWMD Match 11,719.09            -                        11,719.09         -                 11,719.09       

Total Revenue 140,448.03          105,357.75           35,090.28         421,431.00    (280,982.97)    

Operating Expenses
Administrative  Assistant 9,375.00$            9,375.00$             -$                  37,500.00$    (28,125.00)$    
Advertising 556.95                 200.00                  356.95              800.00           (243.05)           
Audit -                       2,658.75               (2,658.75)          10,635.00      (10,635.00)      
Bank Charges 15.00                   -                        15.00                -                 15.00              
Bookkeeping Services -                       500.00                  (500.00)             2,000.00        (2,000.00)        
Depreciation Expense 40,841.06            -                        40,841.06         40,841.06       
Executive Director 27,016.55            25,875.00             1,141.55           103,500.00    (76,483.45)      
FY19 Local Govt Water Cons Pr 0.00                     34,382.50             (34,382.50)        137,530.00    (137,530.00)    
General Services Contracts 317.50                 12,500.00             (12,182.50)        50,000.00      (49,682.50)      
Legal - Monthly Meeting 470.00                 1,057.50               (587.50)             4,230.00        (3,760.00)        
Legal - Other Services 3,384.00              5,640.00               (2,256.00)          22,560.00      (19,176.00)      
Liability Insurance 685.25                 662.50                  22.75                2,650.00        (1,964.75)        
Office Supplies 101.98                 300.00                  (198.02)             1,200.00        (1,098.02)        
Ph5 Irg Audit Program 18,565.22            14,500.00             4,065.22           58,000.00      (39,434.78)      
Phase 4 N822 Irrig Audit Prgm 100.00                 -                        100.00              100.00            
Postage 266.45                 175.00                  91.45                700.00           (433.55)           
Printing & Reproduction 382.80                 375.00                  7.80                  1,500.00        (1,117.20)        
Publications/Software 19.50                   37.50                    (18.00)               150.00           (130.50)           
Reg Water Supply Pln Upd SWFWMD 23,438.17            7,250.00               16,188.17         29,000.00      (5,561.83)        
Registration/Dues -                       375.00                  (375.00)             1,500.00        (1,500.00)        
Rent (Lecanto Gov't Bldg) 511.92                 512.00                  (0.08)                 2,048.00        (1,536.08)        
State Fees/Assessments 175.00                 43.75                    131.25              175.00           0.00                
Telephone 347.81                 250.00                  97.81                1,000.00        (652.19)           
Travel (Board Members & Staff) 305.79                 1,250.00               (944.21)             5,000.00        (4,694.21)        
Web Page/Computer Maintenance 636.87                 500.00                  136.87              2,000.00        (1,363.13)        

Total Operating Expenses 127,512.82          118,419.50           9,093.32           473,678.00    (346,165.18)    

Increase (Decrease) in Net Position 12,935.21$          (13,061.75)$          25,996.96$       (52,247.00)$   65,182.21$     

See Accompanying Independent Accountant's Compilation Report
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To The Governing Board 
Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority 
Ocala, Florida 
 
Management is responsible for the accompanying financial statements of the Withlacoochee Regional 
Water Supply Authority (the Authority), an Independent Special District, as of and for the three (3) months 
and six (6) months ended March 31, 2020, in accordance with accounting principles generally accepted in 
the United States of America. We have performed a compilation engagement in accordance with Statements 
on Standards for Accounting and Review Services promulgated by the Accounting and Review Services 
Committee of the AICPA. We did not audit or review the financial statements nor were we required to 
perform any procedures to verify the accuracy or completeness of the information provided by management. 
Accordingly, we do not express an opinion, a conclusion, nor provide any form of assurance on these 
financial statements.  
 
Management has elected to omit substantially all of the disclosures and the statement of cash flows as 
required by accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America. If the omitted 
disclosures and the statement of cash flows were included in the financial statements, they might influence 
the user’s conclusions about the Authority’s financial position, results of operations, and cash flows. 
Accordingly, these financial statements are not designed for those who are not informed about such matters. 
 
Supplementary Information 
The budgetary comparison information is not a required part of the basic financial statements but is 
supplementary information.  The supplementary information has been compiled from information that is 
the representation of management. This information was subject to our compilation engagement, however, 
we have not audited or reviewed the supplementary information, and do not express an opinion, a 
conclusion, nor provide any assurance on such information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 6, 2020 
Ocala, Florida 
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

STATEMENT OF NET POSITION
As of March 31, 2020

ASSETS

Cash in Bank - SunTrust 56,457.27$          
Cash in Bank - SBA1 684,989.29          
Cash in Bank - SBA2 909,447.21          
Accounts Receivable 9,692.31              
Accounts Receivable - SWFWMD 10,616.55            
Accounts Receivable - County 25,074.00            
Prepaid Expense 2,564.99              

Total Current Assets 1,698,841.62       

PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENTS
Equipment 3,728.84              
Accum Deprec - Equipment (3,159.13)             
Citrus Co. Wellfield 3,105,814.56       
Citrus Co. Wellfield 90 1,613,006.01       
Citrus Co. Wellfield 88 176,410.64          
Accum Deprec - Wellfield (4,487,298.32)      

Total Property and Equipment 408,502.60          

TOTAL ASSETS 2,107,344.22$     

LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Accounts Payable 18,120.81$          
Acct Payable - General 500.00                 

Total Current Liabilities 18,620.81            

NET POSITION
Beginning Net Position 2,070,274.77       
Net Income 18,448.64            

Total Net Position 2,088,723.41       

TOTAL LIABILITIES AND NET POSITION 2,107,344.22$     

See Accompanying Independent Accountant's Compilation Report
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

STATEMENT OF REVENUES AND EXPENSES
 For the Period Ended March 31, 2020

3 months ended
March 31, 2020 %

6 months ended
March 31, 2020 %

Revenue
Citrus Co. Assessments 6,921.75$            5.66 %          13,843.50$          5.27 %          
Hernando Co. Assessments 8,816.25              7.20 %          17,632.50            6.71 %          
Sumter Co. Assessments 5,934.50              4.85 %          11,869.00            4.52 %          
Marion Co. Assessment 16,810.25            13.74 %        33,620.50            12.79 %        
Interest Income - SBA Accounts 6,524.09              5.33 %          13,978.91            5.32 %          
CAB Wlfld Restricted Revenues 55,321.56            45.20 %        109,409.63          41.63 %        
CAB Wlfld Unrestricted Revenues 5,429.50              4.44 %          10,859.00            4.13 %          
Ph4 N822 Irg Audit Coop Match 5,894.88              4.82 %          10,909.94            4.15 %          
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm SWFWMD Match 7,759.52              6.34 %          18,220.90            6.93 %          
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm Coop Match 2,972.15              2.43 %          10,769.51            4.10 %          
RWSP Update SWFWMD Match 0.00                     0.00 %          11,719.08            4.46 %          

Total Revenue 122,384.45          100.00 %      262,832.47          100.00 %      

Operating Expenses
Administrative  Assistant 8,593.75              7.35 %          17,968.75            7.35 %          
Advertising 0.00                     0.00 %          550.45                 0.23 %          
Audit 10,635.00            9.10 %          10,635.00            4.35 %          
Bank Charges 0.00 %          15.00                   0.01 %          
Depreciation Expense 40,841.06            34.94 %        81,682.12            33.42 %        
Executive Director 34,383.33            29.42 %        61,399.88            25.12 %        
General Services Contracts 0.00 %          317.50                 0.13 %          
Legal - Monthly Meeting 752.00                 0.64 %          1,222.00              0.50 %          
Legal - Other Services 942.95                 0.81 %          4,326.95              1.77 %          
Liability Insurance 685.25                 0.59 %          1,370.50              0.56 %          
Office Supplies 278.05                 0.24 %          380.03                 0.16 %          
Ph5 Irg Audit Program 15,569.03            13.32 %        34,234.25            14.01 %        
Postage 193.15                 0.17 %          459.60                 0.19 %          
Printing & Reproduction 852.23                 0.73 %          1,235.03              0.51 %          
Publications/Software 13.00                   0.01 %          32.50                   0.01 %          
Reg Water Supply Pln Upd SWFWMD 0.00 %          23,438.17            9.59 %          
Registration/Dues 500.00                 0.43 %          500.00                 0.20 %          
Rent (Lecanto Gov't Bldg) 511.92                 0.44 %          1,023.84              0.42 %          
State Fees/Assessments 0.00 %          175.00                 0.07 %          
Telephone 398.47                 0.34 %          746.28                 0.31 %          
Travel (Board Members & Staff) 1,162.17              0.99 %          1,467.96              0.60 %          
Web Page/Computer Maintenance 566.15                 0.48 %          1,203.02              0.49 %          

Total Operating Expenses 116,877.51          95.50 %        244,383.83          92.98 %        

Net Income (Loss) 5,506.94$            4.50% 18,448.64$          7.02 %          

See Accompanying Independent Accountant's Compilation Report
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Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority

BUDGET TO ACTUAL
For the Period Ended March 31, 2020

6 months ended
March 31, 2020 

Actual

6 months ended 
March 31, 2020 

Budget

 Variance 
Over/(Under) 

Budget 

Annual 
Budget

Variance

Revenue
Citrus Co. Assessments 13,843.50$          13,843.50$           -$                  27,687.00$    (13,843.50)$    
Hernando Co. Assessments 17,632.50            17,632.50             -                    35,265.00      (17,632.50)      
Sumter Co. Assessments 11,869.00            11,869.00             -                    23,738.00      (11,869.00)      
Marion Co. Assessment 33,620.50            33,620.50             -                    67,241.00      (33,620.50)      
Interest Income - SBA Accounts 13,978.91            -                        13,978.91         -                 13,978.91       
CAB Wlfld Restricted Revenues 109,409.63          101,141.00           8,268.63           202,282.00    (92,872.37)      
CAB Wlfld Unrestricted Revenues 10,859.00            10,859.00             -                    21,718.00      (10,859.00)      
Ph4 N822 Irg Audit Coop Match 10,909.94            -                        10,909.94         -                 10,909.94       
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm SWFWMD Match 18,220.90            14,500.00             3,720.90           29,000.00      (10,779.10)      
Ph5 Irg Audit Prgm Coop Match 10,769.51            7,250.00               3,519.51           14,500.00      (3,730.49)        
RWSP Update SWFWMD Match 11,719.08            -                        11,719.08         -                 11,719.08       

Total Revenue 262,832.47          210,715.50           52,116.97         421,431.00    (158,598.53)    

Operating Expenses
Administrative  Assistant 17,968.75            18,750.00$           (781.25)$           37,500.00$    (19,531.25)$    
Advertising 550.45$               400.00                  150.45              800                (249.55)           
Audit 10,635.00            5,317.50               5,317.50           10,635           -                  
Bank Charges 15.00                   -                        15.00                -                 15.00              
Bookkeeping Services 1,000.00               2,000             
Depreciation Expense 81,682.12            -                        81,682.12         81,682.12       
Executive Director 61,399.88            51,750.00             9,649.88           103,500         (42,100.12)      
FY19 Local Govt Water Cons Pr 68,765.00             137,530         
General Services Contracts 317.50                 25,000.00             (24,682.50)        50,000           (49,682.50)      
Legal - Monthly Meeting 1,222.00              2,115.00               (893.00)             4,230             (3,008.00)        
Legal - Other Services 4,326.95              11,280.00             (6,953.05)          22,560           (18,233.05)      
Liability Insurance 1,370.50              1,325.00               45.50                2,650             (1,279.50)        
Office Supplies 380.03                 600.00                  (219.97)             1,200             (819.97)           
Ph5 Irg Audit Program 34,234.25            29,000.00             5,234.25           58,000           (23,765.75)      
Postage 459.60                 350.00                  109.60              700                (240.40)           
Printing & Reproduction 1,235.03              750.00                  485.03              1,500             (264.97)           
Publications/Software 32.50                   75.00                    (42.50)               150                (117.50)           
Reg Water Supply Pln Upd SWFWMD 23,438.17            14,500.00             8,938.17           29,000           (5,561.83)        
Registration/Dues 500.00                 750.00                  (250.00)             1,500             (1,000.00)        
Rent (Lecanto Gov't Bldg) 1,023.84              1,024.00               (0.16)                 2,048             (1,024.16)        
State Fees/Assessments 175.00                 87.50                    87.50                175                -                  
Telephone 746.28                 500.00                  246.28              1,000             (253.72)           
Travel (Board Members & Staff) 1,467.96              2,500.00               (1,032.04)          5,000             (3,532.04)        
Web Page/Computer Maintenance 1,203.02              1,000.00               203.02              2,000             (796.98)           

Total Operating Expenses 244,383.83          236,839.00           77,309.83         473,678.00    (89,764.17)      

Increase (Decrease) in Net Position 18,448.64$          (26,123.50)$          (25,192.86)$      (52,247.00)$   (68,834.36)$    

See Accompanying Independent Accountant's Compilation Report
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Item 7.e. 
Staff Travel to the Florida Chamber of Commerce  
Environmental Permitting Summer School, July 21-24, 2020 

Mr. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, will present this item. 

The Florida Chamber of Commerce holds the annual Environmental Permitting Summer School, 
which is attended by attorneys, consultants, engineers, state and local government officials, 
developers, landowners and others with a strong interest in environmental issues in Florida. 
Program features advanced and current instruction on Florida’s environmental, energy and 
growth management laws, rules and programs. Attendees can also earn continuing education 
credits.  

It is recommended that Suzy Folsom, WRWSA Governmental Executive Director, be authorized 
to attend this year’s event.  Estimated costs include Registration: $600.00; and per diem Meals: 
$49.50/day x 2 days + $66.00/day x 2 days for a total estimated cost of $831.  There are 
adequate funds budgeted for this purpose. 

Staff Recommendation:  

Board approval for Suzy Folsom, WRWSA Executive Director, to attend this year’s Professional 
Engineer Legislative Days for an estimated cost of $831. 
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Item 8 

Proposed Fiscal Year (FY) 2020-21 Budget Approval 
 
Mr. Suzy Folsom, Executive Director, will present this item. 
 
Included as Exhibit A to this item is the draft FY 2020-21 budget for the Board’s review.  The 
budget has been prepared in a conservative manner to keep costs in check and enhance 
efficiencies for member governments.  Included as Exhibit B is a description of the Authority’s 
FY 2020-21 work program that is supported by the proposed budget. 
 
See Exhibits included in the Board’s meeting materials: 
A. Proposed FY 2020-21 Budget 
B. WRWSA FY 2020-21 Work Program 
 
Staff Recommendation:   
 
This item is provided for review and will be presented, incorporating any comments received, 
at the May 20, 2020 Board Meeting for approval. 
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4/1/2019 Fiscal Fiscal

Population Year Year

Estimate Comments 2020-21 2019-20 $ Change % Change
Revenues: Administrative

Assessments: Official BEBR Population Estimates
Citrus 147,744                      2,023 person increase $28,072 $27,687 $385 1.4%

Hernando 188,358                      2,754 person increase $35,789 $35,265 $524 1.5%

Marion 360,421                      6,523 person increase $68,480 $67,241 $1,239 1.8%

Sumter 128,633                      3,698 person increase $24,441 $23,738 $703 3.0%

Total Population/Assessments @

 19¢/Capita 825,156 $156,782 $153,930 $2,852 1.9%

Administrative Revenue from Citrus Contract
Based on Citrus County contract     

and Board direction
$25,238 $21,718 $3,520 16.2%

     Subtotal $182,020 $175,648 $6,372 3.6%

Carryover Administration Reserve Funds (FYE 19/20 Estimate) (SBA1) See Attachment 2 $604,380 $553,358 $51,022 9.2%

Total Administrative Revenue Available $786,400 $729,006 $57,394 7.9%

Revenues: Water Resource Development (WRD) Projects

Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Program SWFWMD Matching Funds Based on Project Schedule $0 $29,000 -$29,000 NA

Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Program Cooperator Matching Funds Based on Project Schedule $0 $14,500 -$14,500 NA

Phase 6 Irrigation Audit Program SWFWMD Matching Funds 50% of Total Project Budget $60,600 $0

Phase 6 Irrigation Audit Program Cooperator Matching Funds 25% of Total Project Budget $30,300 $0

Annual Citrus WRD Payments (SBA2)

Based on CAB wellfield contract 
minimum production charge of 

$224,000 minus funds allocated to 
administrative revenue above

$198,762 $202,282 -$3,520 -1.7%

     Subtotal $289,662 $245,782 $43,880 17.9%

Carryover WRD Reserve Funds (FYE 19/20 Estimate) (SBA2) See Attachment 2 $641,342 $808,271 -$166,929 -20.7%

Total Water Resource Development Revenue Available $931,004 $1,054,053 -$170,069 -16.1%

$1,717,404 $1,783,059 -$112,675 -6.3%

Expenditures: General Administration

Executive Director Based on annual contract $84,200 $103,500 -$19,300 -18.6%

Administrative Assistant Based on annual contract $37,500 $37,500 $0 0.0%

Legal Services Based on annual contract:

    Monthly Meetings @ $235/hr 6 meetings/year, 3 hrs/meeting = 18 hrs $4,230 $4,230 $0 0.0%

    Other Services @ $235/hr. 8 hrs/month = 96 hrs $22,560 $22,560 $0 0.0%

Advertising Based on FY 2017-18 actual $800 $800 $0 0.0%

Audit FY 19-20  plus 3% COLA $10,955 $10,635 $320 3.0%

Bookkeeping Services $500/quarter per Engagement Letter $2,000 $2,000 $0 0.0%

Liability Insurance FY 19-20 actual plus 5% rounded up $3,000 $2,650 $350 13.2%

Office Supplies Based on FY 2019-20 actual $1,000 $1,200 -$200 -16.7%

Postage Based on FY 2019-20 actual $800 $700 $100 14.3%

Printing and Reproduction Based on FY 2019-20 actual $1,600 $1,500 $100 6.7%

Publications/Software Based on FY 2019-20 actual $150 $150 $0 0.0%

Rent (Lecanto Gov't Bldg) Based on Lease Agreement $2,048 $2,048 $0 0.0%

Registrations/Dues Based on FY 2019-20 actual $1,500 $1,500 $0 0.0%

State Fees/Assessments Based on FY 2019-20 actual $175 $175 $0 0.0%

Telephone Based on FY 2019-20 actual $1,000 $1,000 $0 0.0%

Travel (Board Members & Staff) Based on FY 2019-20 actual $5,000 $5,000 $0 0.0%

Web Page / Computer Maintenance Based on FY 2019-20 actual $2,000 $2,000 $0 0.0%

Contingencies @ 5% of non-contract admin costs $1,502 $0 $1,502 N/A

Subtotal - General Administration Expenditures $182,020 $199,148 -$17,128 -8.6%

Fund Balance for Admin. Reserves FYE 20/21 FYE18/19 Admin Funds Bal + FY19/20

Admin Rev's - FY19/20 Admin Exp's

Expeditures: Water Resource Development Projects

General Services Contracts As Needed Eng. & Tech. Firms $50,000 $50,000 $0 0.0%

Local Government Grant Program Based on Board Direction $140,000 $136,534 $3,467 2.5%

Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Program 0% of Project Budget $0 $58,000 -$58,000 -100.0%

Phase 6 Irrigation Audit Program 100% of Project Budget $121,200 $0 $121,200 NA

Subtotal - Water Resource Development Projects $311,200 $244,534 $66,667 27.3%

FYE19/20 WRD Funds Bal + FY20/21

WRD Rev's - FY20/21 WRD Exp's

Total Administration and WRD Expenses $493,220 $443,682 $49,539 11.2%

Total Administration and WRD Fund Balances at FYE 20/21 See Attachment 2 for detail $1,224,184 $1,309,380 -$85,196 -6.5%

Combined FYE 20/21 Expenditures and Fund Balances $1,717,404 $1,753,062 -$35,657 -2.0%

WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY

Draft February 17, 2020

Fiscal Year 2020-21 Budget

Total Revenues Available 

$604,380 $529,858 $74,522 14.1%

$619,804 $779,522 -$159,718 -20.5%
Fund Balance for Water Resource Development Reserves             
FYE 20/21
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4/1/2019 Annual

Revenue Population Amount Sub-Totals

LOCAL ASSESSMENTS @ 19¢ PER CAPITA

Citrus 147,744 $28,072

Hernando 188,358 $35,789

Marion 360,421 $68,480

Sumter 128,633 $24,441

Subtotal 825,156 $156,782

CHARLES A. BLACK WATER SUPPLY FACILITY

Minimum Production Charge $224,000

Subtotal $224,000

MATCHING CONTRIBUTIONS FOR STUDIES

SWFWMD Match for Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Program $0

Local Cooperator Match for Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Program $0

SWFWMD Match for Phase 6 Irrigation Audit Program $60,600

Local Cooperator Match for Phase 6 Irrigation Audit Program $30,300

Subtotal $90,900

TOTAL REVENUE FOR FY 2020-21 $471,682

Less: 2020-21 Administration Expense -$182,020

Less: 2020-21 WRD Cost -$311,200

Funds Required from WRWSA Reserves -$21,538

ATTACHMENT 1

CALCULATION OF REVENUE FOR 2020-21
AND

CALCULATION OF AMOUNT OF FUNDS NEEDED FROM RESERVES
Draft February 17, 2020

- 55 -



02/13/20 WRDF Balance (SBA2) $967,906

FY 2019-20 Remaining WRD Fund Revenues
8 Citrus Co. Payments @ $1,866.67/month minus 

administrative component below $114,241

Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Local Cooperator Revenue $8,000

Phase 5 Irrigation Audit SWFWMD Revenue $16,000

 Revenues Subtotal $138,241

Less: FY 2019-20 Remaining Contract Expenditures:
2019-20 Citrus Water Conservation Program $45,999

2019-20 Hernando Water Conservation Program $48,350
2019-20 Marion Water Conservation Program $33,095

2019-20 Crystal River Water Conservation Program $9,090
2019-20 General Services Contracts $19,788

Phase 5 Irrigation Audit Program $32,000
Expenditures Subtotal $188,322

Total WRD Funds at end of FY 2019-20 $641,342

02/13/20 Admin Bal (SBA1) $604,380
Admin Revenue from CAB WSF $35,092
Admin Revenue from Per Capita Contributions $102,620

Less remaining FY Admin costs for 7 months -$137,712

Total Administrative Funds at end of FY 2019-20 $604,380

Total WRD Funds at end of FY 2019-20 $641,342
Total Administrative Funds at end of FY 2019-20 $604,380

Total Fund Balance at end of FY 2019-20 $1,245,722

Total Fund Balances beginning of FY 2020-21: $1,245,722
Add: 2020-21 Revenues $471,682

Deduct 2020-21 Expenses: -$493,220

Projected Fund Balances at end of FY 2019-20: $1,224,184

ATTACHMENT 2

PROJECTED FUND BALANCES AT END OF FY 2020-21

ESTIMATE OF ADMINISTRATIVE FUND BALANCE AT END OF FY 2019-20

ANALYSIS OF BEGINNING FUND BALANCES
FY 2019 - 2020

Draft February 17, 2020

ESTIMATE OF WATER RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT FUND BALANCE AT END OF FY 2019-20

ESTIMATE OF TOTAL FUND BALANCE AT END OF FY 2019-20
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Page 1 of 3 

Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority 
 

Fiscal Year 2020-2021 Work Program 
 
 
1. Joint Funding of Water Conservation Projects with Member Local Governments 
 
The Authority will continue its grant program to assist local governments in improving water 
conservation within the region in order to extend the use of groundwater as long as possible.  Fresh 
groundwater is the least expensive source available to meet growing demands, however there is a limit to 
this source due to environmental impacts and impacts on other existing legal users caused by withdrawals.  
As the limit to fresh groundwater resources is reached, alternative, more expensive water sources will 
need to be developed. At the present time, water conservation programs are the most appropriate way for 
the Authority to help local governments extend the use of lower cost groundwater supplies. During Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2020-21, the proposed budget anticipates appropriating an additional $140,000 toward local 
government water conservation projects.  Proposals will be considered from local governments and public 
supply utilities in the Authority's jurisdiction. The grant program guidelines and application package may 
be found on the Authority’s web page at www.wrwsa.org.  The water conservation activities co-funded by 
this grant program help participating utilities meet and surpass the maximum 150 gallons per person per 
day that is required by the SWFWMD and to meet the SJRWMD conservation requirements. 
 
2. Regional Residential Irrigation Audit Program to Promote Water Conservation within the 

Region 
 
This ongoing program provides an opportunity for residential water utility customers to obtain site-
specific evaluations for optimizing the use of water through landscaping techniques and efficient 
irrigation systems, and to implement recommendations provided by a professionally certified contractor. 
Contractors used for the site-specific evaluations are professionals certified by the Florida Irrigation 
Society (FIS) or another recognized certifying agency in the targeted region. The initiative includes 
program information, water conservation education, reporting and analysis by a consultant. This 
continuing project targets existing inefficient landscape and irrigation water use and results in significant 
water savings and can lead to water quality protection through reduced leaching of fertilizers and lawn 
chemicals.  More than 1000 audits have been conducted as part of Phases 1 to 4. In Phase 4, we began 
offering enhanced audits that have a more intense implementation of improvements, and have an 
improved benefit to reduce water usage. An average reduction in total water use of 28% has been 
achieved for the locations that have been audited. Phase 5 is ongoing and an application is pending for 
Phase 6. This program is co-funded by the SWFWMD.  Participating utilities incur only 25% of their 
respective portion of the project, leveraging local dollars with regional funds.  This water conservation 
initiative helps participating utilities meet and surpass the maximum 150 gallons per person per day that 
is required by the SWFWMD. 
 
3. Continued Cooperation with Citrus County in Operation and Management of the Authority's 

Charles A. Black Water Supply Facilities 
 
The Authority and Citrus County completed negotiations at the end of FY 2015-16 of the new Water 
Supply Contract governing the operation and maintenance of the CABWSF.  The new Contract allows for 
the continued operation of the facilities by Citrus County in a cost-effective manner ensuring a long-term 
water supply for the County and its customers while also providing for long-term financial stability for 
the Authority.  Various provisions of the new Contract call for improved coordination between the 
County and Authority. 
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WRWSA Fiscal Year 2020-21 Work Program (continued) 

Page 2 of 3  

4. Participation in Maintenance and Enhancement of the North–Central Florida Groundwater 
Model 

 
The Authority will continue to participate in discussions with SJRWMD and SWFWMD on the 
implementation of the North-Central Florida Groundwater model.  The project was initiated in fiscal year 
2012-13.  Phase 1 of the project entailed updating and expanding the SWFWMD’s Northern District 
Groundwater Model to encompass all of Marion County and to incorporate the most recent hydrologic 
data.  Phase 1 of the project was successfully completed.  The intent is for both water management 
districts to utilize this common model for determining the availability of groundwater in the region, 
particularly in Marion County which is split by the districts’ boundaries.  The SJRWMD and SWFWMD 
continue to improve upon the model and seek the engagement of various stakeholders.  The model has 
significant implications for groundwater availability in the region and the Authority’s continued 
participation and coordination with member governments is essential to ensure water supply implications 
are considered as the model is updated. The Authority also engages with both Districts to ensure 
continued use and support of the model. 
 
5.  Springs Protection and Restoration 
 
The Authority continues to work with the SWFWMD on its springs coast initiative.  The SWFWMD 
recently completed Surface Water Improvement and Management (SWIM) Plans for the five first 
magnitude springs in the northern District.  These SWIM plans call for action by not only the District but 
local governments and other stakeholders in the region to protect and restore these first magnitude 
springs. The Authority staff continue to actively participate in the Springs Coast Management Committee 
as the public Supply Representative, and monitor activities of the District and the Steering Committee for 
implications on water supply in the region. 
 
6. Program Development and Technical Assistance 
 

a) Support efforts to further define the hydrogeology of the region.  Continue cooperation with the 
water management districts on the collection of hydrologic data to further refine the Districts’ 
planning and regulatory models.  Coordinate on efforts to better define the lower Floridan aquifer 
and the extent of fresh and brackish groundwater within the aquifer. 
 

b) Promote the WRWSA Regional Framework through coordination with WRWSA member 
governments to facilitate regional and sub-regional cooperation on water supply development and 
reclaimed water projects. Work with the WMDs in defining strategic priorities for the region and 
how these priorities may influence the ranking criteria for the Districts’ Cooperative Funding 
Initiatives, including potential District funding for regional and sub-regional traditional and non-
traditional water supply development that is consistent with the WRWSA Regional Framework.   
 

c) Participate in the SWFWMD and SJRWMD minimum flows and levels (MFLs) programs 
representing the interests of member governments. Provide technical assistance to WRWSA 
member governments in determining the potential impact to both the environment and potential 
water supply development based on proposed MFLs. 
 

d) Coordinate with FDEP, SJRWMD, SWFWMD and the Florida Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services on policy and rule development. Provide assistance to WRWSA member 
governments on FDEP and District rule development that may include Water Use Permitting, 
Environmental Resource Permitting, water conservation and future water supply development, 
including the statewide consistency initiatives.  Monitor water management programs and rule 
development in other parts of the state, including the Central Florida Water Initiative, for 
implications to the WRWSA and its member governments. 
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WRWSA Fiscal Year 2020-21 Work Program (continued) 

Page 3 of 3  

e) Monitor and coordinate with the water supply planning and development activities in adjacent 
communities and regions, including but not limited to Tampa Bay Water, the Central Florida 
Water Initiative, the Polk Water Cooperative, and Lake and Levy counties for possible 
implications on water resource availability within the WRWSA region.  Provide input to such 
activities when appropriate. 
 

f) Monitor applications for significant water use permits and permit modifications within the region 
for potential impacts on WRWSA and member government existing and planned water supply 
facilities and engage in the permitting process where appropriate. 
 

g) Participate in public outreach efforts for the FDOT MCORES program as a public water supply 
utility representative.  
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Item 9 
Legislative Report 

Mrs. Suzannah Folsom, Executive Director, will present this item. 

The Florida 2019-2020 Legislative Regular Session began in mid-January ended in mid-March. 
Staff has prepared this summary of ten relevant bills related to conservation and water supply 
and environmental topics. The attached exhibit documents the final session status of these bills 
and provides a more in-depth description of the three bills that passed.  Additional information 
on two bills that passed that affect professional services and construction procurement is also 
provided. Governor DeSantis has not yet signed the bills into law. 

See Exhibit 

Staff Recommendation: 

This item is for information only and no action is required. 
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Summary of Florida State Legislative Bills that Passed during Session                                                                  April 20, 2020 

Bill Title Significance Bill Status 
Environmental 
Resource 
Management, 
Water Quality 
Improvements 

Environmental Resource Management; Citing this act as the “Clean 
Waterways Act”; requiring the Department of Health to provide a 
specified report to the Governor and the Legislature by a specified 
date; requiring the Department of Health and the Department of 
Environmental Protection to submit to the Governor and the 
Legislature, by a specified date, certain recommendations relating 
to the transfer of the Onsite Sewage Program; directing water 
management districts to submit consolidated annual reports to 
the Office of Economic and Demographic Research; removing 
provisions requiring certain onsite sewage treatment and disposal 
system research projects to be approved by a Department of 
Health technical review and advisory panel. 

SB 712 
HB 1343  

Senate version passed Senate 
and House. 
 
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2020 
 
 

Aquatic 
Preserves 

Aquatic Preserves; Creating the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve in 
the coastal areas of Pasco, Hernando and Citrus Counties; 
designating the preserve for inclusion in the aquatic preserve 
system; outlining the authority of the Board of Trustees of the 
Internal Improvement Trust Fund in respect to the preserve; 
prohibiting the establishment and management of the preserve 
from infringing upon the riparian rights of upland property owners 
adjacent to or within the preserve. The bill specifies that the 
proposed preserve will be subject to the Power Plant Siting Act. 
This could affect a future seawater desalination water supply 
project located.  

SB 1042 
HB 1061 

House version passed in House 
and Senate 
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2020 
 
 
 

Public 
Financing of 
Construction 
Projects 

Requires a sea level impact projection (SLIP) study to be 
completed for public financed construction projects within the 
coastal building zone prior to commencing construction. This 
would be required for any future water supply projects completed 
by WRWSA within the coastal building zone. 

SB 178  
HB 579  

Senate version passed in 
Senate and House 
 
Effective Date: 1 year after 
FDEP rule is finalized  
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Summary of Florida State Legislative Bills that did not Pass                                                                                                 April 20, 2020 

Bill Title Significance Bill Sponsors Status 
Advanced Well 
Stimulation Treatment 

Broadly bans fracking SB 200   
HB 547 

Montford 
Fitzenhagen 

S.Postponed and withdrawn 
H.Postponed and withdrawn 

Land Acquisition Trust 
Fund 

$100 Million from Land Acquisition Trust Fund 
to Florida Forever Trust Fund 

SB 332  
HB 849 

Stewart 
Altman 

S.Postponed and withdrawn 
H.Postponed and withdrawn 

Discharge of Domestic 
Wastewater 

Limits deep injection and ocean outfalls, 
requires reuse systems 

SB 454 Rodriguez S.Postponed and withdrawn 

Stormwater 
Management Systems 

Direct water management districts to adopt 
rules for standards relating to stormwater 
management for new development and 
redevelopment projects 

SB 686  
HB 405  
 

Gruters 
Good 

S. Postponed and withdrawn 
H.Postponed and withdrawn 

Fees/Bottled Water 
Companies/Department 
of Environmental 
Protection 

Assesses a 5 cent per gallon fee to bottled 
water companies to benefit the Water 
Protection and Sustainability Program Trust 
Fund 

SB 1098 Cruz S. Postponed and withdrawn 

Bottled Water Excise 
Tax 

Imposes an excise tax of 12.5 cents per gallon 
water extracted for bottled water, deposit the 
fees into Wastewater Treatment and 
Stormwater Management Revolving Loan 
Trust Fund 

SB 1112 
HB 861 

Taddeo 
Willhite 

S. Postponed and withdrawn 
H.Postponed and withdrawn 

Water Resources Requires FDEP to conduct 5-year overview of 
state’s water resources. 

SB 690  
HB 147 

Albritton 
Jacobs 

S. Postponed and withdrawn 
H.Postponed and withdrawn 

 

 

 

 

 

- 63 -



 

Summary of two additional Florida State Legislative Bills that Passed that are relevant to WRWSA  April 20, 2020 

Bill Title Significance Bill Status 
Public 
Procurement of 
Services 

Increases the maximum limits for continuing contracts 
covered by CCNA for an estimated project construction cost 
of $2,000,000 to $4,000,000, or a study cost from $200,000 to 
$500,000. These new increased limits will be considered in 
the next procurement of Continuing Services Contracts for 
professional services.  
 

SB 504 
HB 279  

House version passed in House and 
Senate.  
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2020 
 

Local 
Government 
Public 
Construction 
Works 

Requires local governments and special districts to 
competitively bid projects if projected to be in excess of 
$300,000, or greater than $75,000 for electrical work. An 
exemption exists if the local government can use its own staff 
and equipment to self-perform the work. The bill requires 
that any estimates include employee compensation and 
benefits, direct purchased materials, and a factor of 20% for 
management, overhead and other indirect costs. This gives 
guidance on procurement procedures for future water supply 
projects, and any improvement projects for the CAB Wellfield, 
as administered by Citrus County.  
 

SB 506 
HB 441 

House version passed in House and 
Senate. 
 
Effective Date: July 1, 2020 
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Item 10 

Attorney’s Report 

To be provided at meeting 
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Item 11.b. 

Executive Director’s Report 

Correspondence
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Item 11.c. 
 

Executive Director’s Report 
 

News Articles 
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Trade Only Today Editors 

Preserving Florida’s Vital Seagrass Habitats 
March 16, 2020 

 

Map Source: The Pew Charitable Trusts 

The vast seagrass beds of just north of Tampa, Fla., took a step closer toward permanent 
protection after state lawmakers approved a pair of bills to create an aquatic preserve. 
 
The area — known as the Nature Coast — covers the Gulf of Mexico shorelines of Citrus, 
Hernando, and Pasco counties north of Tampa. 
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The Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve would be the first new preserve in more than three decades 
and the 42nd in the state. The legislation now awaits Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis’ signature. 
 
The bill received significant support, including a save our seagrass coalition led by the 
International Game Fish Association that gathered recreational angling and manufacturing 
groups including the National Marine Manufacturers Association, Captains for Clean Water, 
Wild Oceans and several others. 
 
“We are thankful for the Legislature’s leadership,” said Jason Schratwieser, president of the 
International Game Fish Association. “The new aquatic preserve protects some of the state’s 
last best remaining seagrass beds and demonstrates the state’s commitment to keeping Florida 
the ‘Fishing Capital of the World.’” 
 
Similar to the other aquatic preserves in the state, recreational activity — boating, fishing and 
scalloping — would still be permitted within its borders. 
 
The local community also came out to support the bill. More than 100 business in the tri-county 
area announced their support by signing a letter in favor of the preserve. 
 
“We support state legislation to create a new aquatic preserve and close the gap in protection 
for this valuable marine coastline. Healthy coastal habitats foster fishing, boating, and tourism 
that drive our economy… [They] support valuable fisheries, seafood production, working 
waterfronts, and eco-tourism that generate approximately $600 million for the region’s economy 
annually, provide more than 10,000 jobs, and fuel over 500 businesses,” the letter stated.  
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Village-News.com 
 

Oxford residents may notice water has unpleasant odor 
 
March 30, 2020  
 
Oxford residents – including those living at Lakeside Landings, Parkwood, Oxford Oaks, Grand 
Oaks Manner and PepperTree Village – may be noticing that their water has an unpleasant 
odor. 
 
The City of Wildwood issued the order as construction of the new Oxford Water Treatment Plant 
is nearing completion, and the city brings the new water plant online. 
 
This new plant has been built to meet the needs of the booming population. 
 
“As the startup process evolves it is possible that some residual of Hydrogen Sulfide could 
remain in the water. Hydrogen Sulfide is unpleasant to smell, but it is harmless at the levels our 
customers may experience. This inconvenience will be temporary and will cease once the city 
has made the necessary adjustments to the biological treatment processes that are necessary 
to fully mitigate the hydrogen sulfide,” the city said in a statement. 
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Village-News.com 
 

$20 million in construction projects move ahead in Wildwood 
despite COVID-19 
 
March 24, 2020  
 
Nearly $20 million worth of Wildwood city construction projects are continuing despite the 
Coronavirus crisis. 
 
The city’s new $7-million police headquarters is scheduled to open by mid-summer. Other 
projects include the Oxford water treatment plant, renovation of the former North Sumter 
Primary School and improvements at Martin Luther King Jr. Park. 
 
Commissioners received status reports Monday on these projects and approved a budget 
amendment that provides some funds. The meeting was held by phone with commissioners 
in separate rooms at city hall due to the virus. 
 
At the police headquarters on the southwest corner of U.S. 301 and County Road 462 West, 
electrical conduit and lighting boxes will be installed this week. Curbs and walkways are 
expected to be completed next week. Next month, construction crews will work through punch 
lists to complete or correct outstanding items. Final inspections are slated for mid-May. 
 
The $7.6-million Oxford water treatment plant is substantially completed and the contractor is 
working through a punch list of outstanding items. Final completion is expected in early June. 
Equipment also is being installed at the Oxford lift station, which is part of the wastewater 
treatment system. 
 
Nearly $2 million in improvements are under way at Martin Luther King Jr. Park on the city’s 
west side under contract with Daly and Zilch. 
 
Renovation is proceeding on the former North Sumter Primary School, acquired last year by the 
city. The $2.5-million project includes $218,000 in roof repairs. The project includes interior and 
exterior upgrades, as well as site improvements. 
 
Mayor Ed Wolf suggested that the city hall annex project could be placed on hold due to the 
Coronavirus. The city received project bids that were considered too high. 
 
“The bids might be completely different if the economy starts to come back,” he said. 
 
Commissioners also approved a budget amendment that accounts for unexpected expenses 
and projects carried over from the prior year. 
 
The amendment allocates $385,000 to cover a cost difference for the Martin Luther King Jr. 
Park project, $200,000 in loan proceeds for the city hall annex, $92,000 for city hall roof repairs, 
$60,000 for a pavement management program and $29,200 for the city web site project. 
In other business, commissioners approved zoning and a comprehensive plan amendment for 
the Wildwood Lifestyle Hotel, planned along State Road 44 near County Road 44A. The hotel is 
in the early planning stages, but is expected to have about 200 rooms. 
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Tampa Bay Times 

Legislators okay seagrass protection zone for Pasco, 
Hernando, Citrus 
The single dissenter in Tallahassee is Rep. Amber Mariano. 

 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection staff conduct regular seagrass monitoring to assess the health and diversity of seagrass meadows 
within the St. Martins Marsh and Big Bend Seagrasses Aquatic Preserves north of Tampa Bay. The state Legislature approved extending the 
aquatic preserve to all of Citrus, Hernando and Pasco counties. Charlie Shoemaker for The Pew Charitable Trusts [Charlie Shoemaker for The 
Pew Charitable Trusts] 

By C.T. Bowen / Published Mar. 16 

John Alloco wonders about the need for an aquatic preserve off the coast of Pasco, Hernando 
and Citrus counties. 

"We have some of the greatest seagrass in the country,'' said Alloco, a Hernando County 
commissioner. "We’ve been been able to do it with very little restrictions from the state or 
federal government.'' 

That could change if Gov. Ron DeSantis signs a bill creating the Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve 
that gained nearly unanimous support among Florida legislators. 

There was only a single "nay'' vote in Tallahassee, and that came from state Rep. Amber 
Mariano, R-Hudson. Her father, Pasco County Commissioner Jack Mariano, is one of the plan’s 
biggest critics. He said the preserve could be detrimental to the county’s long-range plans to 
dredge canals leading from west-Pasco’s waterfront neighborhoods to the Gulf of Mexico. 

But there are plenty of advocates, too. 
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“The Nature Coast Aquatic Preserve could serve as a lasting legacy that will safeguard the 
region’s environment, fishing and tourism businesses for generations to come,” said Holly 
Binns, director of The Pew Charitable Trusts’ ocean and coastal conservation work in the 
Southeast. 

The bill, sponsored in the House by Rep. Ralph Massullo, R-Beverly Hills, closes the gap in the 
existing aquatic preserve on Florida’s Gulf Coast, which had excluded Pasco, Hernando and 
Citrus counties. If approved by the governor, the area will join 41 existing preserves in Florida 
totaling 2.2 million acres. 

The idea is to protect the 400,000 acres of seagrass across 800 square miles. Seagrass beds 
serve as a measure of water quality and provide habitat for a variety of marine life, including 
scallops. A single acre of seagrass can support nearly 40,000 fish and 50 million small 
invertebrates like lobsters and shrimp. The meadows exist close to land in shallow water, but 
can grow in deeper areas of the Nature Coast because of a gentle slope to the floor of the Gulf 
and clear water allowing sunlight to reach the plants, according to the Pew Trusts. 

Massullo altered his original bill to try to overcome objections that the preserve shouldn’t extend 
as far east as U.S. 19. Instead, the legislation now designates the preserve as offshore and not 
affecting existing inland canals or rivers. The Senate adopted the House version of the bill, 
which also provides funding for the state Department of Environmental Protection to hire 
additional staff to monitor the seagrass health and water quality off the shores of the three 
counties. 

Most of the local concern centers upon the preserve’s designation that allows the state to limit 
activities like well drilling, dredging or filling submerged lands and installing structures other than 
docks. 

Alloco and Hernando officials worry about their shovel-ready projects to be financed by federal 
Restore Act dollars from the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010. 

Pasco commissioners share Mariano’s concern about future dredging. 

The county is financing a $100,000 study for a consultant to determine how much it will cost to 
dredge the Gulf Harbors and Hudson channels. In 2017, the consulting firm Dewberry in Tampa 
estimated the cost of dredging a dozen coastal canals serving seven west-Pasco communities 
at $13.5 million. 

"My concern (with the bill) is the existing canals,'' said Pasco Commissioner Mike Wells Jr., a 
licensed boat captain. "There is going to be the opportunity to make them safer, make them 
more navigable.'' 

Wells said he hoped the Legislature would amend the preserve’s boundaries next year so the 
existing channels won’t be affected. 

"Ultimately, we want to manage the seagrass as well as we can, but we don’t want to hurt 
economic development or the quality of life for people, either,'' he said. 

Alloco acknowledged that protecting seagrass beds is a reasonable compromise "so we have 
fisheries for future generations to enjoy off our coast.'' 

"I just hope we don’t find out later it wasn’t necessary, or worse‚ it was detrimental,'’ he said. 
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