





The agreement calls for the state to reimburse Marion County for the cost of its staff's involvement
in coordinating the new group.

County Commission Chairman Stan McClain said he has confidence in Mowry and the rest of the
county's water-management team to handle the process.

“We should have a say, and this puts us in a stronger position,” he said.

“There was no discussion (previously) of how it's going to happen and who's going to pay for all
that,” McClain added, noting the costs of a cleanup effort could quickly mount into millions of dollars.
“| disagree that the federal government should be telling us what we need to do. All of this was a
trigger for a significant amount of spending. ... We can only do so much.”

Yet the concept of local control is arguable for more than one reason, critics say.

The federal Clean Water Act mandates the standards for pollution levels in the nation's waters. The
state has adopted those same federal levels for springs.

Bartlett said the law segregates limits for total maximum daily loads of various pollutants, or TMDLs,
which apply to specific waterways, from the nutrient levels like nitrogen and phosphorous that would
apply to all waters in the state.

That is the crux of a ongoing legal dispute between Tallahassee and Washington.

But the regulations would be the same for Silver Springs because the primary poliutant in question
— nitrogen — would be targeted under both a TMDL ceiling and the numeric criteria.

Recently in Washington, the bickering between Florida's congressional Republicans and the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency over the nitrogen and phosphorous levels was renewed.

On Sept. 21, Republican Sen. Marco Rubio sent the EPA a letter signed by all 19 House
Republicans in the state's delegation asking that the agency grant the state's request to be allowed
to establish its own nutrient criteria. The signers included Reps. Cliff Stearns of Ocala, Daniel
Webster of Orlando and Rich Nugent of Brooksville, all of whom represent Marion County.

The EPA had first wanted Florida and the other states to do so back in 1998.

After 10 years of inaction by the state, a handful of frustrated environmental groups sued the EPA
for lack of enforcement. In 2009, the agency reached an agreement with the groups to set the
standards for the state. It did so last November.

Lawmakers and other state officials objected, saying the EPA was too heavy-handed in setting the
rules and applied a one-size-fits-all approach that discounted the unique characteristics of individual
waterways.

They also complained that the EPA had significantly undervalued the cost of complying with its
rules, saying that could run into billions of dollars.

The County Commission earlier this year passed a resolution supporting a proposed state law that
would prohibit state and local government agencies from implementing the new water quality
standards issued by the EPA. The bill overwhelmingly passed the House but was withdrawn from
consideration in the Senate.

Florida, however, has subsequently asked to be aliowed to work out its own criteria, and the EPA
has agreed.

Federal regulators delayed the implementation of its initial rules for inland waters, including springs,
until March 2012, and pledged to consider the state's proposed rules.

Critics of the wrangling between the EPA and the state DEP suggest the outcome might be moot
whether on not federal regulators like what eventually emerges — since the EPA had simply utilized
the DEP's previous work that was set for adoption in 2009 but not formally sanctioned.

Linda Young, executive director of the Clean Water Network of Florida, pointed out that the EPA
had already carved out loopholes for the DEP that give polluters plenty of leeway.

For example, the state could approve a variance for the impaired water body, change its designated
use, or allow up to 20 years for a polluter to comply with the standards, she said.






From: Diane Salz <disalz@yahoo.com>
Subject: David Hamilton agreed to leave post by year's end...
Date: October 26, 2011 9:42:39 AM EDT
To: Jack Sullivan <jesull@comcast.net>
Reply-To: Diane Salz <disalz@yahco.com>

BROOKSVILLE — Facing the possibility of an outright firing, Hemando County Administrator David Hamilton agreed
Tuesday to leave his post by the end of the year.

A sharply divided County Commission was discussing whether to change direction on a pian it approved last week to make
Susan Goebel the new environmental services director when Commissioner John Druzbick made a motion to terminate
Hamilton, saying he had lost faith in him.

Commissioner Jeff Stabins seconded the motion, saying he could not support Hamilton's continued employment because
he did not inspire county staffers.

But commissioners Dave Russell and Wayne Dukes voiced support for Hamilton, saying he has had difficult work to do,
downsizing county government by one-third since he arrived from Minnesota 3 1/2 years ago.

Hamilton, 62, told commissioners that there was still important work to be done and urged them to et him help with a
smooth transition rather than "launch off a cliff."

“We still have a lot to do in the foreseeable future,” he said, listing the completion of the Hemando Beach Channel dredge,
moving new people into the county leadership team, creating a comprehensive salary schedule for employees and even
preparing the county for the new garbage collection system.

Hamilton compared the parting that was being proposed by the commission to a divorce and said he wanted it to be
amicable. He offered to prepare a plan to help move the county through the transition to new leadership by early next year.
As the discussion continued and it became obvious that four of the commissioners were split, Stabins asked Chairman Jim
Adkins, the swing vote, to speak.

Adkins said he would support Hamilton in his effort to create a transition plan that would have the administrator remain in
his position for two more months.

Druzbick tabled his motion to terminate Hamilton's contract until Nov. 8, when Hamitton will bring forward his transition
plan.

Hamilton had been hammered earlier in Tuesday's meseting by comments from the public. Paul Douglas, president of the
local NAACP chapter but speaking as an individual, accused Hamilton of destroying public records.

He told the commission he had made a complaint to the State Attorney's Office about Hamilton shredding notes taken
when county officials investigated racial complaints at the Wiscon Road utilities office after Hamilton first amived in 2008.
Douglas said the destruction of records was dstailed to him in a recent phone conversation with departing environmental
services director Joe Stapf.

Hamilton declined to respond to the charges.

Former County Commissioner Rose Rocco, a longtime critic of Hamilton, called him a liar and urged the commission to
order him to resign.

Druzbick accused Hamilton of misleading the board and failing to provide complete information two weeks ago when
Hamilton recommended that Goebel move from director of transportation services to director of environmental services with
an $8,000 raise.

The commission didn't know at the time that administrative services director Cheryl Marsden had not been in agreement
with the change. Hamilton told commissioners the fact that Marsden had not signed the recommendation was an oversight.
Marsden has said that the move was lateral and would not ordinarily come with a pay raise. Goebel also didn't match the
requirements for the job, which was recently vacated by Stapf. Hamilton asked Marsden to rewrite the job description.
Druzbick said the latest issue was just one of many and that he had asked Hamilton privately for his resignation on
Monday. Hamilton had refused.

Hamilton said Tuesday that after his conversation with Druzbick, he had gone home Monday, spoken with his wife and
settled on the proposal to create a transition plan and leave his job.

Druzbick said he had concluded that Hamilton was no longer dedicated to Hemando County when he got word late last
week that Hamilton had applied to be the county administrator of Sarasota County.

Russell said he had no problem with Hamilton testing the water in Sarasota County.

"There's nothing wrong with that,” he said. "That didn't give me pause at all."

When Hamilton was hired, Russell said, the commission gave him "a mighty task." He was charged with downsizing and
reorganizing the structure of county government to reduce costs as property tax revenues plummeted.

in doing that, “I don't think there are any toes he didn't step on or any feathers he didn't ruffle,” Russell said.

On top of that, unlike previous administrators, he did much of that task without an assistant administrator and with little
clerical help.



"Frankly, | think he has been spread too thin," he said.

That may be why some things slipped through the cracks and mistakes were made, Russell said.

Dukes agreed, saying that he understood that cutting costs and downsizing do not make someone popular. He said he
believed any dissatisfaction around the govemnment center with Hamilton was "resistance to changs."

Hamilton got some support from one regular in the commission audience: former planning commission member Anthony
Palmieri.

"| think you've done a damn good job," Palmieri said, though he noted that the work of shrinking government is, by nature,
a morale destroyer. "The morale goes down, the union comes in ... we've seen it."

For the person in charge, Palmieri said, "when the job is finished, you are finished. ... But you haven't finished your job.
There is still much to do."

Hamilton's annual salary is $135,000. The severance package in his contract, which runs through March 2013, would
award him a lump sum equal to five months of pay.






Sen. Nan Rich, D-Weston and ranking Democrat on the committee, asked how spending down the
reserves would affect Everglades restoration.

Barnett replied that the district is working with the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and the Governor's Office on long-term funding but said he can't predict what will
happen beyond 2016.

"Unless there is another source of revenue,” Barnett said, "we'll certainly have a limited ability to do
major capital projects past that point in time."

Rich told senators that the Environmental Preservation and Conservation Committee needs to
realize the districts are spending down their reserves.

But Sen. Charlie Dean, R-Inverness and committee chairman, responded that the districts had
"taken to heart" direction from the Legistature and govemnor to "retrofit" their operations while
maintaining public trust and balancing environmental concerns.

"What the future holds none of us knows," he said.

Rich said after the meeting that the good news was that the district's budgets were "bloated" and
could be cut. But she said she is concerned that restoring funding for the districts in the future will
be difficult

"I know what the mentality is — once you cut something and you want to raise it again, it is {called] a
'tax increase,' " she said. "l think some of us up here feel -- Republicans and Democrats alike -- that
we may have gone too far with the percentage of [property tax] cuts, and we may need to look at
what the future long-term needs are and how to batance that."












But the Earthjustice law firm, which represents the environmental groups that sued EPA to require
setting the limits under the federal Clean Water Act, said the chamber "is playing politics with our
public health” considering recent fish kills in Southwest Florida possibly from red tide.

At the Florida Press Center in Tallahassee, where the NFIB held its news conference, Herrle
credited Gov. Rick Scott with seeking to eliminate regulations that are burdensome on small
businesses.

Asked where he draws the line between the cost of regulations and the health and safety benefits,
Hertrle responded, "l befieve in science. | believe in academic studies. But | also believe in meeting
payroll next week, and that's the priority for these (business) guys."



From: Diane Salz <disalz@yahoo.com>
Subject: Orfando Sentinel: new SURWMD ED...
Date: October 11, 2011 4:40:15 PM EDT
To: Jack Sullivan <jesuli@comcast.net>
Reply-To: Diane Salz <disalz@yahoo.com>
October 11, 2011
Too often the St. Johns River Water Management District has shirked its role as guardian of Central
Florida's water supply, permissively handing out permits like candy to applicants such as Niagara
Bottling Co., and failing to impose or enforce meaningful conservation measures.
Things could get far worse.
They could if Hans Tanzler, expected to be named the district's new executive director today, acts
more like a water boy than water manager when developers and utilities come knocking. Last week,
Tanzler said those applicants aren't adversaries but "constituents,” sounding eerily like the South
Florida Water Management District's new chief, Melissa Meeker. She said her district needs to
"strengthen” its "partnership” with those it regulates.
But if Tanzler principally looks to focus on one piece of what Gov. Rick Scott wants the district to do
— be a pal to the big applicants who eye the water supply — what happens to the aquifer, the lakes
and rivers, the wetlands and the conservation lands the district's supposed to protect?
Things also could get worse if the district's governing board doesn't put an end to rampant
suspicions that the board and district staff increasingly will act principally on behalf of utilities and
developers with designs on the district's water resources and lands.
Several board members, in fact, have ties to companies that have sought or have assisted others in
seeking permits from the district. While those board members have recused themselves when the
board votes on permits for their companies, the board has become more active making the district
attractive to developers.
How? The district fired several well-regarded senior staffers in charge of reviewing permit
applications for utilities and developments that could damage wetlands — staff that some applicants
wanted fired. Those followed broader reductions at the district resulting from Gov. Rick Scott and
the Legislature cutting the district's property-tax revenues by 25 percent.
There's nothing wrong with Tanzler and the board getting rid of redundant regulations. That would
make the district more "customer friendly," as Scott wants, and less likely to face more budget cuts.
But before giving applicants all the water they want, letting developments damage wetlands and
selling off conservation lands — the district should heed the governor's other directives.
Scott also has called for the restoration of degraded waters and wetlands, and the safeguarding of
the water supply. The district mustn't sacrifice those goals in its rush to be more "customer-friendly."












science in making decisions.

“That way we are all treated on an equal basis, and we
cannot come up with numbers that support simply our
agenda,” she said.

She said the problem is the St. Johns Water Management
District, which permits water use in parts of Northeast Florida
around Jacksonville, uses different science than the
Suwannee River Water Management District, which covers
areas to the west. David Flagg, a former member of the
Suwannee River district board, suggested to lawmakers that
the Suwannee district was using data based on sound
science.

“I'm afraid | can’t say the same for the St. Johns district,” he
said. “| may be being overly candid, but when their
leadership started agreeing with our data, they lost their
executive director. He was pushed out.”

State Rep. Leonard Bembry, D-Greenville, said that the
draining of groundwater was causing problems — such as
White Springs drying up. State Sen. Steve Oelrich, R-Cross
Creek, suggested that Jacksonville and other coastal areas
move to desalination rather than using groundwater from
inland areas.

Oelrich and other lawmakers discussed other issues they're
planning to address in the session, including Oelrich’s
proposal to ban Internet cafes that feature simulated slots
games. Rep. Keith Perry, R-Gainesville, said he would
continue his focus on prison reform.

Lawmakers said the drawing of new legisiative districts and
the budget shortfall would be two of the biggest issues of the
session. Rep. Chuck Chestnut, D-Gainesville, said the state
was going to face more budget cuts unless other revenue
sources such as an Internet sales tax are approved.

“it’'s going to be another tough year,” he said.















Johnson believes the combined influence of three counties could generate enough support to overturn the permit.

“| would say we are very alarmed about this,” he said. “Our rivers and streams are the mainstream of our tourism. It's very
important. Studies show our low water table is directly connected to the draw down.”

Johnson said the Jacksonville Electric Authority could use desalinated water from the Atlantic Ocean to cool equipment
instead of endangering water levels in the region.

Long said the science showing the harm to local waterways is “irrefutable.”
“It's so horrible, people don't want to believe it,” she said.
Long said dozens of lakes are now dry because so much water has been drawn from the aquifer.

“There is nothing anyone in our district can do,” Long said. “It's going to be really hard to grow without water.”






