





Otherwise, Oyler said the only alternative sources are Yankee Lake, Taylor Creek, Water Co-op, and OUC/Orlando, with the
closest alternative resource nine miles away.

Officials said residents would pay $1.62 per 1,000 gallons to withdraw the water from Conserv Il compared with $11.22 per 1 000

i gallons to acquire it from Yankee Lake.

| The South Lake Regional Water Initiative, consisting of the South Lake Chamber of Commerce, the county and the municipalities

| Peter Brown said he lives in the heart of the aquifer and said “there is a massive amount of water being destroyed by the sand

“That is why planning is important, and | don’t want to be on the hook for being responsible for doing a project like that,” Parks
said referring to the alternatives to Conserv L.

Mike Perry, executive director of the Lake County Water Authority, said the cumulative rainfall deficit since 2004 is 62.35 inches,
equivalent to 5.2 feet.

“We are 10 inches below the annual average just for this year,” he said.

The panelists gave presentations on low lake levels, the Central Florida Water Initiative, and the South Lake Regional Water
Initiative.

of Clermont, Groveland, Minneola , Mascotte and Montverde, have come together to address “regional solutions in the critical
areas of reclaimed water distribution, minimum flows and levels of the region’s lakes and rivers, and alternative water supplies
and conservation”

They are working parallel to the Central Florida Water Initiative, to find a cost effective and alternative water source.

For more than an hour, residents addressed to the members of the panel questions and concerns. Numerous residents
expressed frustration about Niagara Bottling LLC withdrawing 484,000 gallons per day from the aquifer, with a pending permit to
withdraw more water.

Meanwhile, others said sand mines, water diversions and irrigation are affecting lake levels.
Ginger D’Amico, angrily spoke out against Niagara’s use of the aquifer.

“| don't understand the St. Johns River Water Management District in allowing a company as big as Niagara to withdraw 484,000
gallons a day out of the aquifer while we have to potentially pay $11.22 per 1,000 gallons,” she said.

In response, Tom Bartol, water supply bureau chief for the St. Johns River Water Management District, said: “There is this notion 1
that bottled water is an important part of water from the aquifer. it amounts to less than half a percent.” :

Even so, Darrell Reeves was still not convinced, expressing his worries about continued withdrawals by the company.

|
i
“All you people say our lakes are going down and saying we should conserve,” he said. “We can't turn around and let a private |
for profit company suck the water out. | don’t want to tell my kids they can’t go on the lake because some profit company is ‘
taking our water and shipping it out.” 1

|

Parks said he agreed that the company should contribute if they are going to commercially benefit from it.

But, he said, in order to prevent such a company from receiving a permit, the state statute must change.

mines of Lake County.”

While mentioning that he could not speak on a pending case before the county commission concerning a proposed sand mine in
the heart of the Wellness Way Sector Plan, Parks said “there are absolutely serious issues (with sand mines) on water resources '
and traffic, which also affect adjacent lands.” 1
|
J

In an interview Friday, Oyler said it is hard to judge what impact sand mines might have on lake levels.
“It will depend on how the sand mine is using water or diverting (it) for their use,” he said. i
One resident questioned the sector plan and whether it would simply bring 44,000 additional people, amounting to urban sprawl.

The sector plan would transform 16,000 acres in the southeast corner of the county into a hub for high-tech health care jobs and
other industries. It is expected to attract people who like to bike, walk and enjoy an active, healthy lifestyle.

“Despite whether the sector plan was in the place, 48,000 people could live in that area,” Parks said. “If we did nothing the
population growth would occur in piecemeal growth fashion, along with the same issues. Unless we plan.”

There are plans for future summits to address the issues.
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Subject: Nation-wide Cow Shortage & Adena Springs...
From: Diane Salz <salz.govconsultant@gmail.com>
Date: Fri, Nov 22, 2013 7:27 am
To: WRWSA <richardowen@wrwsa.org>
Cc: "<nsmith@wrwsa.org>" <nsmith@wrwsa.org>

Florida cattle industry is poised to grow to help offset a nationwide shortage of cows (11/21/13)

The Florida cattle industry is poised to grow to help offset a nationwide shortage of cows because of drought and as land for
other uses becomes less in demand, said Jim Handley, executive vice president of the Florida Cattlemen’'s Association,
according to The Gainesville Sun.

Handley was keynote speaker at the Farm-City Week luncheon Wednesday sponsored by two local Kiwanis clubs, the Alachua
County Cattlemen's Association, the Alachua County Farm Bureau and the University of Florida Institute of Food and
| Agricultural Sciences.

Recent droughts in the West and Midwest have led to a 61-year low in cattle population, and economists predict record profits
over the next three to five years, Handley said.

An affiliate of the Mormon Church that recently bought 383,000 acres from The St. Joe Co. in the Florida Panhandle will
convert some of the timberland to cattle pasture, he said. The church already owns the largest cow-calf operation in the nation
with 44,000 head at Deseret Ranches in Central Florida.

Demand for local and grass-fed beef is leading to expanded operations for finished cattle, a small but growing sector of the
Florida cattle industry, Handley said.

That includes plans to expand Adena Springs Ranch in Marion County, as well as cattle farms in Suwannee and Sumter
counties.
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Subject: Fwd: Adam Putnam continues to push for statewide water policy
From: Diane Salz <salz.govconsultant@gmail.com>
Date: Thu, Nov 21, 2013 1:06 pm
To: WRWSA <richardowen@wrwsa.org>
Cc: "<nsmith@wrwsa.org>" <nsmith@wrwsa.org>

Forwarded message -————-
From: Diane Salz <salz.govconsultant@amail.com>
Date: Thu, Nov 21, 2013 at 3:05 PM
Subject: Adam Putnam continues to push for statewide water policy
To: Diane Salz <disalz@vahoo.com>

'Adam Putnam Continues Push for Statewide Water Policy

By: Jim Turner News Service of Florida | Posted: November 21, 2013 3:55 AM

"There is an extraordinary bias to the south at the expense of the springs and Apalachicola Bay," Putnam told reporters in the
Capitol this week.

As the Florida Legislature is being asked to consider a $220 million package to redirect water and reduce pollutants flowing from
Lake Okeechobee, Putnam wants lawmakers to consider other issues. That includes the challenges of pollutants entering the
state's springs, the St. Johns River and Tampa Bay, reducing pollution entering Lake Okeechobee from the north and the

| declining conditions of Apalachicola Bay in the Panhandle.

Florida has filed a federal lawsuit against Georgia about a shortage of fresh water flowing into Apalachicola Bay. Florida argues
| that heavy water consumption in the metro Atlanta area has reduced downstream flows into the bay, endangering Apalachicola's
oyster industry.

“If the Everglades were suffering from inadequate freshwater flows coming from Georgia, the whole state would have a level of interest, and a
level of decibels, much higher than what they seem to have for Franklin County, and that’'s not right,” Putnam said.

Putnam addressed his concerns about the need for a statewide water-management plan in October to members of the House and Senate.

The appearances before House and Senate committees came before the Senate Select Committee on Indian River Lagoon and Lake
Okeechobee Basin proposed a $220 million package that stems from pollutants being discharged from the lake into waterways such as the St.
Lucie and Caloosahatchee rivers.

The Senate's package includes a wide range of projects, such as $90 million that would be spread over three years to bridge a 2.6-mile section
of the Tamiami Trail west of Miami. Groups such as the Everglades Foundation have called the highway “one of the most prominent dams"
blocking the natural flow of the River of Grass from the lake to the southern Everglades.

Putnam said he would increase focus on the northern Everglades and areas north of Lake Okeechobee. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
| discharges water from the lake to ease pressure on a dike that surrounds the massive water body.

“If you can slow the water down from getting into the lake, or treat it before it gets into the lake, then you're having an impact on what the
potential harm is to the dike and what the storage capacity of the lake is," Putnam said.

The department's budget proposal for the 2013 session includes $10 million to address nutrient reduction practices and water retention efforts
in the Lake Okeechobee watershed, $8.2 million for best management practices in the northern Everglades, and $5.2 million to reduce

. agricultural nutrients from reaching the state's northern freshwater springs.
The Department of Environmental Protection has included in its budget proposals $75 million that Gov. Rick Scott has proposed for Everglades
restoration efforts, $40 million for environmental land acquisition, and $15 million for springs restoration, up from the $10 million designated
during the 2013 session.

The proposals are being considered by Scott, who will offer a budget plan before the 2014 legislative session.
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