REVISED

WITHLACOOCHEE REGIONAL WATER SUPPLY AUTHORITY
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

ACTION SUMMARY
JANUARY 17, 2018
LECANTO GOVERNMENT BUILDING – Room 166
At the discretion of the Board, items may be taken out of order to accommodate the needs of the Board and the public.
1. Call to Order . . . 3:30 p.m.
2. Roll Call . . . Quorum declared present.
3. Introductions and Announcements . . . Introduction of WRWSA Board, Staff and Other Attendees
4. Approval of Minutes . . . Nick Nicholson, Chair
5. Public Comment

ADD‐ON ITEM: Citrus County Charles A. Black Wellfield Payments
6. Election of Officers
7. Board Policy – Audit Committee . . . Richard Owen, WRWSA
8. Citrus County Water Use Permit Consolidation . . . Richard Owen, WRWSA
9. Charles A. Black Wellfield Renewal and Replacement Fund Annual Report . . . Richard Owen, WRWSA
10. Charles A. Black Wellfield – Replacement of Backup Generators . . . Ken Cheek, Citrus County
11. Executive Director’s Report . . . Richard Owen, WRWSA

a.
b.
c.
d.

Bills to be Paid [December 2017 bill summary included in packet; January 2018 bills provided at the meeting]
Correspondence
News Articles
Other

12. Legislative Report . . . Diane Salz, WRWSA Governmental Affairs
13. Attorney’s Report . . . Larry Haag, WRWSA Attorney
14. Other Business
15. Next Meeting . . . March 21, 2018; 3:30 p.m.; Lecanto Government Building, Room 166
16. Adjournment

Please note that if a party decides to appeal any decision made by the Board with respect to any matter considered at
the above cited meeting, that party will need a record of the proceedings, and for such purpose, that party may need
to ensure that a verbatim record of the proceedings is made, which record includes that testimony and evidence upon
which the appeal is to be based.

Citrus County Chronicle Editorial Board
NOT SO FAST

Weigh value of WRWSA membership
January 16, 2018
THE ISSUE: BOCC ponders pulling out of or dissolving the regional water authority.
OUR OPINION: Don’t be so hasty.
Ask any 25 people in the county to explain what the Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply
Authority (WRWSA) is, what it does, and how Citrus County benefits —and you’ll most likely
be zero for 25.
The WRWSA doesn’t send out water bills, doesn’t issue regulations and isn’t a regular
participant in community gatherings. Since it’s not in the headlines all the time, even those
who are familiar with the authority might forget about it.
Now, members of the Citrus County Board of County Commissioners are talking about pulling
the county out of the WRWSA, or trying to dissolve it altogether. They say that it’s costly and
may not operate in our county’s best interests if other counties want to get access to our water
supply.
We say not so fast.
Apparently commissioners have forgotten how the authority began, what it has done to
safeguard our county’s — and region’s — water, and its importance in future water
management.
A little history: Water supply authorities are authorized by Florida Statute, Chapter 373.713,
“for the purpose of developing, recovering, storing, and supplying water for county or municipal
purposes in such a manner as will give priority to reducing adverse environmental effects or
excessive or improper withdrawals of water from concentrated areas.”
That last part, about reducing improper withdrawals, is important. WRWSA, encompassing the
four counties of Citrus, Hernando, Marion and Sumter by interlocal agreement, was created in
1977 amid a concern about water transfers. The Tampa urban area was looking longingly at our
area’s water to supply its growing population. The WRWSA was able to defend with a united
front for our four counties, and the “Local Sources First” concept took hold.
WRWSA’s mission is to plan for and develop cost efficient, high-quality water supplies for its
member governments, promote environmental stewardship through conservation programs
and develop alternative water sources to augment groundwater supplies to meet our region’s
long-term needs.
The Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) has a history of supporting
a regional approach to managing water resources. Its 2015–2019 Strategic Plan includes
partnering with WRWSA to promote regional water supply planning and development.
An important regional support program is SWFWMD’s Cooperative Funding Initiative (CFI),
which helps water supply authorities by funding up to 50 percent for projects that help create
sustainable water resources, enhance conservation efforts, restore natural systems and provide
flood protection. For 2019, Citrus County has filed CFI applications for 12 projects totaling more
than $32 million. The county has benefitted from a number of other projects and studies
previously.

Yes, there’s a cost to member counties for membership in the WRWSA. Each is assessed
based on population served by member governments. In Citrus, the authority-owned
Charles A. Black wellfield facility is operated and maintained under contract by Citrus County.
Water management is a long game. At WRWSA’s 40th anniversary recognition last year,
state Sen. Wilton Simpson presented an official proclamation of support, and other speakers
commended WRWSA for 40 years of working collaboratively “to ensure adequate drinking water
supplies for the region while promoting natural resource protection.”
The concern expressed by some county commissioners that continued membership in WRWSA
would be harmful to Citrus County’s future is misplaced. We’re concerned that commissioners
could make a short-term decision to save a very small amount of money, and in so doing
endanger our future water management capabilities.

Withlacoochee Regional Water Supply Authority
3600 W. Sovereign Path, Suite 228, Lecanto, Florida 34461

Bills For Payment
1/17/2018
Administrative Invoices
Richard S. Owen, AICP, Executive Director
Larry Haag, Attorney
Diane Salz, Governmental Affairs / Professional Fee
C. LuAnne Stout, Admin Asst / Admin Services (ofc supply)
Karen Allen / Web Maintenance
Sun Trust Business Card Statement
Total Administrative Invoices

Water Supply Studies and Facilities
General Services Contract
Work Order 18-01. Water Resource Associates
Work Order 18-02. Weber and Associates
FY2016-17 Water Conservation Grants Program
Marion County
FY2017-18 Water Conservation Grants Program
Citrus County
Hernando County
Marion County
Phase 4 Irrigation Program
Total Project Invoices

Invoice
Number(s)

Invoice
Date

2017-12

1/11/2018

#123117
12-Dec-2017
#94
1.2.2018

12/31/2017
1/9/2018
1/5/2018
1/2/2018

Contract/
Budget

Balance
Remaining

$75,000.00
$25,000.00
$15,000.00

$40,000.00
$23,899.35
$13,406.25

$35,245.00

$35,245.00

$42,627.50
$48,350.00
$35,245.00
$200,000.00
$476,467.50

$42,627.50
$48,350.00
$35,245.00
$150,169.22
$388,942.32

Total Bills to be Paid

Amount
$6,815.73
$0.00
$3,500.00
$3,188.81
$100.00
$199.61
$13,804.15
Current
Invoice(s)

$375.00 (1)

$2,815.62 (2)
$3,190.62
$16,994.77

State Board of Administration
State Board of Administration
Notes:
(1) WO 18‐02. Weber and Associates

Transfer from SBA2 to SBA1
Transfer from SBA1 to SunTrust Bank
$375.00 Invoice 3

(2) Phase 4 (N822) ‐ Irrigation Audits
Jack Overdorff, ECO Land Design
C. LuAnne Stout, Administrative Services

$2,498.96 Invoice 295
$316.66 Invoice 04‐N822‐2018
$2,815.62

$3,190.62
$16,994.77

